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PREFACE
Since the beginning of man’s time on the Earth, he has hunted. On six continents, our race’s very 
survival depended on our distant ancestors ability to track, kill, and consume a variety of creatures. 
At first, man concentrated on the smaller animals that required less effort to catch. They learned 
what animals could be caught, and what ones were not worth the effort and risk. They invented traps, 
enabling them to catch more game with less effort. As their families and communities grew, the supply 
of small animals declined. The human’s survival, indeed our survival, depended on elevating to larger 
prey. Man refined his tools and methods to take on big game. Through trial and error, and sometimes 
through the loss of their lives, humans learned to hunt the larger and more dangerous beasts. At first, 
they used rocks and spears. But eventually our ancestors learned to hide and wait. They learned to 
disguise themselves in the natural surroundings. The more they became like the animals, the better 
they were able to hunt them. Over time, man came to respect the beasts he hunted. He even learned to 
kill his prey with mercy. A quick, clean, kill yielded more meat and usable materials. More than that, 
man showed the animals mercy because he learned to empathize with them. All of the empathy and 
respect, all of the tools and experiences, all of the knowledge of how to provide for the family, would be 
passed along. Everything man learned about hunting was imparted to his children, and his children’s 
children, and on and on. Hunting became a great source of bonding between generations, as parents 
and children spent hours together on a daily basis. 

Over time, the need to hunt became less urgent.  Soon, food came from other sources, and the sur-
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what they were actually bred for. The forest is not 
regulated by clocks, but by sunlight, temperature, 
movement, and wind. Camping in the wild allows 
us to sleep to actual, not pre recorded, nature 
sounds. And there is no feeling like waking up 
to the sun rising up through the branches of 
centuries-old trees. There is nothing like seeing 
steam rise from huge ferns as the forest warms 
for another day. There is also no cleaner air than 
forest air filtered by abundant plant and animal 
life.  Where in the city can someone smell sap, 
soil, and pond lilies simultaneously? 

Hunting provides an amazing opportunity to do 
and see things many people might not otherwise 
experience. A parent who brings their child on a 
hunt provides them an education unlike the one 
provided in any school. Where else can a young 
adult learn about the circle of life in real terms? 
They can see true predators in the wild, and 
witness the survival of the fittest. No classroom 
or video can replace the personal experience of 
seeing an eagle swoop down to capture a salmon. 
No iPhone app tells the story of a pack of coyotes 
tracking an injured elk in the way a hunter sees 
it with his own eyes. This is real life as nature 
intended, witnessed up close and personal. 
Hunters see hundreds of species of birds and 
small animals. They witness the grandeur of 
nature’s mightiest beasts. If they are patient 
enough, they become more than just visitors. 
They can become a part of the natural world.  

If one is willing to learn and practice the ancient 
tradition of hunting. They will do more than 
just witness the survival of the fittest. They will 
become a living embodiment of the principle. 
Hunters are allowed to explore the animal 
within themselves. When a hunter acts with both 
instinct and intellect, he is ready for the kill. He 
is ready to ascend to his rightful place at the top 
of the food chain. Where else, but on the hunt, 

vival of the race was assured. Today, everything 
a family needs to survive can be found at the 
local grocery store. The quest for sustenance has 
been replaced by the search for entertainment. 
Humans are bombarded with technological 
distractions like cell phones and computers and 
are more likely to communicate through texting 
than in person. Busy families must schedule time 
together, or be carried away in the frenzy of their 
hectic modern lives. Technology and culture 
changed the world and the role of the hunter. He 
(or she) now hunts on weekends or vacations, 
while punching a time clock Monday through 
Friday. The once essential tradition of hunting is 
now recreational. The skills and techniques of the 
accomplished hunter have little value in daily life. 

Today, the majority of the human population 
can be found in cities and in suburbs, often 
far from wild animals. Yet we surround 
ourselves with reminders of the wild.  We spend 
afternoons in city parks and backyards. We keep 
domesticated pets. We plant trees and flowers 
on our properties. We even listen to nature 
sounds to help us sleep. These are all reminders 
of our connection to our roots in the wild. These 
urges can still be satisfied in the forest through 
hunting. Though hunting is no longer necessary 
for our race’s survival, it possesses great value to 
the individual. It provides bonding experiences 
for families and friends and opportunities to pass 
on traditions between generations. 

A trip into the wild changes a person’s perspective 
immediately. A long hike in, carrying a heavy 
pack, will stress muscles rarely used by even 
the fittest among us. It does the ego good to have 
carried everything you need to survive for several 
days on your back. Those domesticated dogs 
that lick us when we return home from work 
may be happy to join us in the forest as well. 
Retrievers and scent dogs can be retrained to do 
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hunting, mistakes can be a matter of life and 

death. Luckily, there are still those willing to 

teach the ways of the hunt. There are still those 

who learned from their fathers and grandfathers, 

and are willing to share their knowledge. And 

that knowledge will be passed along to you in the 

following pages. 

We will cover the details and subtleties of hunting. 

These pages will tell you how to dress, speak, and 

even smell like a hunter in the wild. They will give 

you a working vocabulary used by hunters. They 

will tell you how to hunt safely.They will expose 

you to dozens of types of birds, and tell you the 

differences in how to hunt them. You will learn 

about small game. You will learn about big game, 

and how to take them down. And you will learn 

what to do with your kill. We will pass on valuable 

tips. These tips come from real hunters, and will 

save you from making countless mistakes in the 

wild. And in the end, if you have the patience to 

practice what you have learned, you will be on the 

way to becoming a hunter yourself.  

Of all the traits shared by all great hunters, 

patience and a willingness to learn are perhaps 

the most essential. We cannot teach patience, 

but you will need to develop it to become a 

hunter. If you are willing to learn, you already 

have something in common with the masters of 

this great sport. Use the following materials as a 

starting point on your quest to become a hunter. 

Learn the vocabulary and study the techniques, 

and then look for real hunters willing to share 

their wisdom. Pull up a squat and listen intently 

to lifelong hunters, and take their words to heart. 

If their stories touch and inspire you, and you are 

willing to learn, you will be well on your way. 

Welcome to the amazing world of hunting.

can one feel that? 

Like in times long gone, hunting today is built 
on the idea of showing respect for your game. 
After all, animals in the wild are there because 
they are the survivors. The strongest and 
cleverest of animals reproduce. Game animals 
face challenges like weather, predators, disease, 
and competition for resources from the time 
they are born. They are in the wild because 
it is their home, and they belong there. These 
animals often have greater senses of smell, 
sight or sound than humans. Hunters who don’t 
understand that they are outsiders will stand out 
and struggle to make a kill. Or worse, they will 
become a danger to themselves and others. 

More than just patience is required to be a 
hunter, however. There are plenty rules, both the 
written and unwritten kind. These rules must 
be followed when one leaves the city behind. 
The rules are far from arbitrary and are in place 
to protect the hunter as well as the animals of 
the forest. Even in today’s world of information 
at your fingertips, there is no substitute for 
experience and preparation. Knowing even a 
little bit about hunting ahead of time can turn a 
frustrating day into a successful hunt. But even 
with years of hunting knowledge, there is always 
more to learn and even better memories to make. 

Once a way of life, hunting is now considered a 
sport. Like the sport of golf, it requires mental 
discipline, patience, and an ability to learn 
and improve. The more practice you get, the 
better you are. You can always benefit from the 
experience of the experts. It also provides an 
environment for social interaction away from 
distractions. Anyone can buy the supplies and 
walk the course, or trail in this case. In golf, the 
worst that can happen when you make a mistake 
is a shanked drive ending up in the trees. In 
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everything possible about his prey. He must study 

surroundings, mating habits, food requirements, 

natural predators, and a dozen more details. 

He must scout the other animals that interact 

with his prey. When you become a hunter, you 

must expand the concept of scouting to include 

a working understanding of the world all wild 

animals, and even man’s place within that world.

It’s a common mistake to think that hunting 

is bad for animals in the wild. This is an 

understandable misconception if one only sees 

hunting as the slaying of one animal by another. 

How is killing an animal a good thing, these 

individuals might ask. The answer can only 

be evident when the big picture is considered. 

To understand the valuable role of the hunter 

in nature, you must understand how animal 

populations in the wild are naturally controlled. 

The human race is unique in its habit of 

protecting the weaker members of its society. 

This is done largely for sentimental reasons 

and is certainly a valuable quality. We are able 

to produce more than enough resources as a 

society to ensure that everyone will be fed and 

protected. In the wild, however, the weak do not 

survive. For this reason, most wild animals are 

1.1 UNDERSTANDING NATURE
Living in the city hardly gives one a real 

understanding of how nature works. Even the 

highest budget television specials seen in high 

definition can only provide the tiniest glimpse 

of life in the wild. Anyone willing to hike the 

forest or camp near the swamp can begin to 

understand the smells and sounds of the wild. 

But only hunters become a part of the natural 

process. Only hunters see nature as it really 

exists. A hunter can use superior technology 

and deadly weapons to his advantage, but must 

become part of the environment himself to truly 

achieve success. He must learn to think like an 

animal. He must not only predict the movement 

and habits of the animal but understand what 

motivates them. By using guile, patience, instinct, 

and experience, the hunter becomes like one 

with the hunted. He has glimpsed the intricate 

patterns and beauty of the natural world. When 

he kills his prey, the hunter completes his 

education on that animal. He sees the side of 

nature that is brutally graphic. He understands 

that death is the ultimate reality in the wild. 

In many ways, the kill is actually the easiest 

part of the hunt. First, the hunter must learn 

CHAPTER ONE:
Why Should I Take  

Up Hunting?
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sufficient breeding stock remains to reproduce for 

the following year. Unless a species is endangered or 

overpopulated, the goal of regulations will always be 

to maintain a stable number from year to year. 

These regulations require frequent manipulation 

to ensure a balance between over and under 

population. When agencies like the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service set the limits correctly, and 

hunters do their part by following those rules, 

the system works to protect the ecosystems of 

the wild. For example, this system has protected 

popular game species like wild turkey and white-

tailed deer so effectively that they are more 

numerous now than ever before. 

Of course, limits set on hunters also must take 

the challenge of hunting into account. It’s simple 

on paper to say that every hunter is allowed to 

bag X number of elk. It’s optimistic, however, 

for every hunter to think that he will reach that 

number. In reality, hunting is hard. 

As hunters, we have some advantages over the 

animals. We have advanced technology, access to 

collective knowledge, and the luxury of carrying 

our own resources. The animals hold pretty 

much all the rest of the cards. 

Wild game is constantly on the watch for danger. 

A hunter may spend his spare time working 

at an auto parts store, watching television, or 

walking on the beach. During these regular 

human activities, he’s not hunting. Game 

animals, however, are always being hunted. They 

instinctively know that they are being hunted, 

and behave in ways which help ensure their very 

survival every moment of every day. 

Game animals, especially the larger ones, are 

genetically built to not be easily found, tracked, 

capable of producing more offspring that can be 

supported by their native habitat. These species 

survive by reproducing in volume so that many 

of the offspring can die without decreasing the 

overall population. High mortality rates among 

those species prevent overpopulation, which pre-

vent natural resources from being used up.  

A common example of this phenomenon is seen 

among upland birds, waterfowl, and small game.  

It is very common for only 20-40% of the total 

population of these animals to survive each year. 

The majority of birds or hares seen in the wild by 

hunters are actually less than one year old. They 

generally lack guile or creativity and are easy 

to outsmart and kill.  Regulations are set-up to 

encourage hunters to kill as many members of these 

high reproduction rates species as possible. Bag 

limits are generous and hunting seasons are very 

long. Bigger game animal species generally have 

far lower reproductive rates. Regulations are set up 

to protect most of the offspring for these animals. 

They have more restrictions placed on their hunt-

ing and shorter hunting seasons. However, it can be 

difficult to control populations in the wild through 

regulations alone. Not every variable effecting 

population can be anticipated. Despite lower repro-

ductive rates, large animal populations can grow to 

high levels. Other predators generally only take the 

occasional young members of a herd. As a result, 

these large mammals can reach overpopulation 

status and seriously strain the natural resources of 

their environment. When this begins to happen, 

regulations are loosened to allow hunters to thin 

the herd and protect the overall well-being of the 

animals. Hunting regulations are always designed 

to prevent overpopulation, while not decreasing 

the overall size of an animal population. Hunters 

are allowed to eliminate just enough animals that 
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be understood by 

humans. These 

special adaptations 

help protect these 

amazing creatures. 

One such example 

can be found in the mallard. By reducing the beats 

per minute of its heart by half, the waterfowl can 

remain submerged for up to 16 minutes. Imagine 

shooting a duck and seeing it fall from the sky. It 

sinks into the pond and does not resurface. The 

injured mallard will eventually resurface in the 

same spot it went down. But it is the truly patient 

hunter who actually waits the bird out. Perhaps 

nature’s most effective adaptation is the use of 

camouflage. Everyone knows what it is, but it still 

works more often than not. The woodcock is so 

well suited for camouflage; it can hide in open 

terrain without the benefit of overhead cover.  A 

hunter needs to combine patience, knowledge, 

and excellent vision to overcome this ancient skill. 

In addition to blending into their environment, 

wild animals know 

their way around. 

You could say that 

wild game have the 

home field advan-

tage, where hunters 

are only uncomfortable visitors. Animals are 

located where they are for a reason. They are 

always looking for the ideal habitat for survival 

and procreation. Luckily for us, it’s usually 

easier to recognize and identify habitats than 

the animals within them. If you recognize a 

woodcock’s habitat, you will have a chance to 

find one even if it is well hidden. If, that is, you 

have also figured-in other variables like the time 

of year, time of day,  and feeding habits.

or killed. Over time, they have developed far 

keener senses than us. Specifically, the ability 

to smell, see, and hear danger well in advance 

allow game animals to avoid and escape would-

be dangers. However, not every animal is created 

equally. A white-tailed deer has excellent senses 

of smell and hearing, but her vision is actually 

weaker than ours. Wild turkeys sense of smell is 

almost nonexistent, but it will probably see you 

before you see it. Its sense of hearing is excellent, 

but its ears are located internally and are not 

well-suited for tracking the source of a noise.  

Mammals with exposed ears are able to pinpoint, 

not just the direction a sound comes from but 

also the distance. Deer are able to determine 

distance by the difference in the time it takes a 

noise to reach one ear than the other. Mammals 

with movable ears are able to locate sounds with 

accuracy coming from different directions. Some 

animals’ senses are not stronger than ours but 

are just different. Raccoon’s eyes possess a layer 

of reflective pigment below the surface of their 

retinas. This gives the nocturnal game animal 

excellent night vision. Several animals produce 

smells to communicate with each other. The 

mule deer produces a specific scent when facing 

a threat. Glands on his hind legs produce the 

odor to alert other members of the herd. Others 

change their appearance to warn of impending 

danger. The pronghorn will greatly increase 

the size and visibility of its white rump patch 

through the act of flaring its hairs. This is done 

as a warning to other herd members. To better 

conceal themselves, many birds will freeze in 

position and press their bodies to the ground. Not 

only does this decrease their visible profile, but it 

reduces the amount of scent given off.

Animals possess adaptations which can barely 
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from predators and the elements. 

Animal habitats are usually as small as possible, 

in order to limit the animal’s exposure to preda-

tors. Although larger game tends to cover more 

ground in their daily feeding rounds. It’s no coin-

cidence that these larger animals are higher up 

on the food chain, have fewer predators to fear 

and less competitors for their own food sources. 

These are all general rules of thumb, of course. 

A bird hunter knows the specific habitat of his 

prey. He knows that some quail can go months 

without stopping at a water hole. A pronghorn 

hunter knows that his prey needs water daily. 

All animals need food and water. But, it’s 

important to note that many animals do not need 

surface water. Many animals get their water 

from the moisture found in their food or from 

dew collecting on grass and plants. Birds need 

less water than mammals, due to their ability to 

reuse water as it passes through them. 

The habitats most hunters should be familiar 

with include wetlands, grasslands, brushlands, 

forests, agricultural lands, and semi-arid deserts. 

Wetlands are obviously the best habitats to hunt 

Waterfowl. Open water and low vegetation are 

the trademarks here. Ducks and geese feed in the 

open water, and the fringe areas provide cover 

for a variety of other small game. Grasslands 

feature grasses and broad leaved green plants. 

There are no trees here, but the vegetation can 

reach up to 10 feet in height. Brushlands have 

some trees, but they are spaced far apart. In 

between are grasses and thick shrubs, which 

provide almost impenetrable cover. There are 

three different forest habitats. Deciduous forests 

are populated by trees with leaves that drop off 

in the fall. Animals feeding here find plenty of 

Every animal’s habitat should provide food and 

water, shelter, and cover. There are four main 

types of cover in the wild. Bedding cover, as the 

name implies, is used by game to rest or sleep. 

However, it is more than just a bed. Bedding 

cover must be capable of concealing game 

from their predators and should if possible 

actually alert the game to intruders. Bedding 

cover can be found in dense vegetation, rocks, 

or even man-made structures. This is a semi-

permanent type of cover is chosen carefully. 

Game animals may dig burrows or build dens. 

Birds often build roosts in trees or on branches. 

Another important element of bedding cover 

is protection from the elements. Heat, rain, 

snow, or cold can be a constant danger to an 

animal in the wild. In warmer habitats, animals 

need shade to keep cool. In colder climates, 

game animals may spend more time in their 

bedding cover and to use body heat to keep each 

other warm. If possible, the cover should also 

possess an available route away from potential 

danger. Escape cover is the second major type 

of cover. This is usually found spontaneously 

by game already being hunted by a predator. 

The main requirement of escape cover is that 

it must conceal the game, at least temporarily. 

Hunted game may find dens, roosts, or burrows 

of other animals and attempt to hide in them. 

They may scurry into tall grasses or bushes. If 

all else fails, animals may simply lay still and 

flat and hope not to be seen. Loafing cover is 

used by game animals in the mid-day between 

feeding sessions. This is the “down time” for 

the animals. They may nap here if they are 

tired enough. Good loafing cover must be thick 

enough to conceal the animal from prey, but thin 

enough that the animal can see his surroundings. 

Production cover is the final type. This hides young 
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these are found when forests are bordered by 

farmland or dissected by power lines.  

Examples of the natural world exist in all 

habitats. Game animals can be found from the 

forest to the desert. Nature belongs to the grizzly 

bear and to the maple leaf alike. Every beast, 

every rock, and every piece of foliage has a 

purpose in nature. Man now lives mostly outside 

of nature and chooses to visit when it suits 

him. In order to hunt, man must understand 

nature. In order to understand nature, man must 

understand all the parts of nature. He should 

nuts, shrubs, and green plants. Coniferous for-

ests feature densely packed stands of evergreen 

trees. The needles produced decompose slowly 

and produce much less food than the leaves of 

the hardwood forest. Mixed forests, as the name 

suggests, contain both deciduous and coniferous 

trees. The combination of fallen leaves and nee-

dles produces more fertile soil than either type of 

forest alone. Mixed forests also provide hunters 

with a larger variety of game. Farm lands can 

actually support a great variety of wildlife due to 

a combination of fertile soil and several differ-

ent types of cover. In order to predict what game 

can be found on these agricultural lands, it pays 

to understand all of the different uses the land 

has undergone. The Semi-arid desert habitat, 

in many ways, is the most unique of the com-

mon hunting habitats. It does not fit the popular 

perception of a hunting environment. Unlike the 

shady forest where most people camp, the desert 

is exposed and inhospitable. However, shrubs, 

cactuses, grasses, and the occasional trees do 

support a wide variety of small game. 

A good place to hunters to look for game is in 

edge habitats. These occur where two natural 

environments overlap. These zones provide 

a greater variety of natural resources. More 

plant life for eating and cover can be found in 

an edge habitat than can be found in either of 

the neighboring habitats.  Edge habitats tend 

to hold a greater variety of game as well. Some 

examples of edge habitats can be found between 

thickets and forests, between different types of 

forests, or forests and marshes.  In the last ex-

ample, a healthy mixture of young trees, berries, 

and grasses provide an excellent supply of both 

food and cover. Edge habitats can be inadver-

tently created by humans, as well. Examples of 
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the day before you hunt, or can require weeks 

of work in the offseason. Either way, it pays 

to have as much knowledge of your game and 

their habitat as possible ahead of time. Then, 

on hunting day, you track or trick your prey. 

This is the really exciting stuff, and it’s when 

your education pays off. If everything you have 

learned proves to be right, you will be able to fool 

an animal. That is no small feat. Game animals 

survive by not being fooled. To use the tools in 

your proverbial toolbox correctly and actually 

sneak up on an attract geese, snag a rabbit, or 

sneak up on an elk is a momentous event. You 

will never forget the feeling of outsmarting 

one of nature’s creatures. Up to that point, you 

might have doubted, deep down, that it would 

even be possible. You thought you might have 

to get lucky. You doubted you would ever have 

the patience to actually set the deception and 

find the game. You will see them before they see 

you. It is truly an amazing moment. Your heart 

will be pounding so loud, you can’t believe your 

intended prey cannot hear it. This instant is 

unforgettable, but it’s not the real key to hunting. 

At that moment, you are still not sure if you are 

a hunter. Until you pull that trigger, you are 

just visiting the sport. You are the golfer who 

purchased the clubs, the clothes, and the lessons. 

You have been to the driving range and even the 

putting green. Until you show up for a tee time 

and actually drive out of the tee box on a drizzly 

Saturday morning, you aren’t a golfer. Until you 

understand not just where the woodcock hides, 

but what it hides from. It is not enough to know 

that the pronghorn can warn others in its herd 

of the presence of danger. The hunter should 

know what happens after the warning is given. 

Amazingly, the better hunter one becomes, 

the more he begins to understand nature. The 

idea of becoming “one with nature” should 

not be limited to taking pictures of birds or car 

camping. Manifesting the traditions of hunting 

in the wild is the surest way to begin to under-

stand the natural world. 

1.2 THE THRILL OF THE CHASE,  
AND THE KILL

It’s all too easy to think of hunting as just 

shooting an animal. Of course, shooting your 

game is the final step in the long process of 

hunting. But, it’s the quickest part. The longest 

part of hunting is education. Reading this is only 

the beginning of your education on hunting. 

The overview is a good start but has to be 

supplemented by the specifics of your game, your 

location, and so much more. Then you must do 

your preparation. Like a good craftsman, you 

need the right tools for the job. It doesn’t do any 

good to have great rain gear and a sharp knife if 

your ammunition doesn’t fit into your rifle. You 

will be the driest hunter to come home without 

a duck. Once you have the right clothes and 

weapons, it’s back to education. In this case, you 

need to do your scouting. This can take place 
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1.3 THE CAMARADERIE OF FRIENDS,  
FAMILY, AND YOUR FELLOW MAN

We throw around the word “friends” pretty 

loosely these days. Your kids Facebook friends 

may number in the hundreds or higher. They 

share all of the mundane details of their lives 

with people who they may not have even met 

in person. Instagram and Twitter subscribers 

see pictures and videos of teenagers having 

breakfast, or getting a haircut, or drinking out 

of your liquor cabinet. But, clicking “like” next 

to an image of a waffle from halfway around 

the world is hardly the basis for real friendship. 

Even phone calls pale in comparison to real face 

to face conversations. In our world of technology, 

how many of us really take the time to actually 

bond with our families, much less our supposed 

friends. I have good news. Hunting provides you 

with the opportunity to do just that. 

Rising before the sun takes effort and determina-

tion. When you and your best friend both accom-

plish the task on the same day, you already have 

something more in common than you did the 

day before. Meeting, coffees in hand, at a trail-

head on a Saturday morning can be the begin-

pull the trigger on your rifle, your shotgun or let 

go of the string on your crossbow, you still have 

your doubts. Once you fire, all doubt is erased in 

your mind. You can do it. You can hunt. 

There is one more hurdle to jump. Firing on an 

animal is monumental. But killing it is an even 

greater feat. Hopefully, you will take that first shot 

and make your first kill on the same day. Having 

taken the step to fire and being left with noth-

ing to show for it is a lonely and frustrating feel-

ing. Like the golfer who puts shot after shot into 

the sand and the trees, you may begin to doubt 

your enjoyment of the sport. Your resolve will be 

tested. But, you must not give in. That golfer may 

spend all morning miserably walking the course, 

only to hit the drive of his life on the 18th hole. 

When everything lines up, he will remember why 

he loves the game and be hungry to play again. 

Every kill feels like a perfect golf shot, and the first 

shot is like a hole in one. Hopefully, your first shot 

as a hunter will be accurate.  If you’re lucky, you 

will kill the game in one shot. That should always 

be the goal of a good hunter. It’s not only merciful 

to the animal, but to you as well. The process of 

tracking and finishing off a wounded animal is 

mentally and physically taxing. Whether you take 

down the beast in one fell swoop or follow it the 

rest of the day before finally finishing the job with 

your knife, you will have taken the final step to 

becoming a hunter. That first real kill will propel 

you from recreational tourist to hunter. You will 

have an emotional reaction unlike any you have 

experienced before. At that moment, you will 

truly understand what it means to hunt. 
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Now imagine the strength of the bond created 

over the rest of the day. You share the emotions 

that come with hunting. You share the 

frustration, anticipation, relief, and elation. 

You share the satisfied exhaustion at the end 

of the day. You share the satisfied return home 

with meat for dinner. That bond won’t be easily 

forgotten. If might not earn you a hashtag in 

your children’s online timeline, but it will earn 

you their respect and love. 

They won’t realize it at the time, but you will 

be introducing your kids to a completely new 

social group. Hunters are a fraternity like no 

other. Every hunter met afield is a friend with 

information to share. In the wild, we are bonded 

to other hunters by common goals. The bond 

comes from the rituals of hiking and hiding and 

shooting. The bond also comes from retelling of 

details. The bond comes from a shared desire to 

step away from the city and do something special. 

All hunters want to reconnect with the natural 

world. Ironically, running into another hunter 

afield provides a fresh reminder of why we hunt. 

You can see it in their eyes. You are bonded to 

these strangers by your common love of the sport.

ning of a shared adventure unlike anything else 

you do together. Carrying the day’s supplies on 

your back while hiking into the forest with no 

distractions but the sounds of running water or 

crows cawing will recharge your mind more than 

a fancy drink from Starbucks. Making camp and 

discussing strategy will be twice as intriguing 

as any business meeting. These activities are 

only the trivial precursors to hunting, and yet 

they are far better than most things we do 

during the workweek. These are the times that 

acquaintances become real friends. During these 

times, friends become best friends. 

Imagine the same scenario with your son or 

daughter. Phones are left in the car, and you 

have a chance to really talk like you haven’t 

in weeks. With all the distractions of society 

peeled away, you can learn about your family 

again. Your children will be able to see you in 

a different light. Gone is the chauffeur or the 

disciplined soccer coach. This is your moment 

to impart real lessons and share your values 

when they can actually listen. You can tell 

them about the time you hunted with your own 

father and grandfather, or about your first kill. 

They will learn from you and you from them. 

With no schoolmates around to impress, they 

may actually tell you about their lives and their 

feelings. At the very least, you’re likely to hear 

more about their daily lives at school than you 

would on a normal Saturday afternoon. All of 

these special bonding moments between families 

take place even before the hunt has begun. 
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almost romantic about watching birds in flight 
than scanning the earth for hares or prairie dogs.

WATERFOWL

Two major types of Waterfowl game are geese 
and ducks. Both have webbed feet which are 
built for swimming and also walking on dry land. 
They also have generally long necks and wide 
bills which help them feed on plant and animal 
life in the water. They are well insulated with 
thick layers of down to hold in their body heat in 
cold water. Their plumage is waterproof. 

GEESE

As a rule of thumb, geese are larger than ducks. 
Weighing up to 15 pounds, some may live for 
as long as a quarter of a century. Predictably, 
those geese are the hardest to hunt due to 
their experience and general caution. Geese 
rarely breed in their first season. There are no 
obvious differences in coloration between male 
and female geese. When geese migrate, their 
flocks may number in the tens of thousands, 
and usually fly in a distinct V-formation. Their 
wingbeat is visibly slower than ducks, at least 
to the trained eye. Geese flocks usually contain 
one or two family units of four to six birds. The 
greater distance traveled in a migration, the 

2.1 GAME BIRDS
It might be tempting to assume that hunting 
birds are easier than hunting big game. 
Comparing big game to birds is like comparing 
apples and oranges. The techniques needed to 
be mastered are just as difficult, and the sheer 
volume of equipment used make bird hunting 
completely different, but not inferior in any way, 
to big game hunting. Every type of hunting has 
the potential to be extremely dangerous. While 
a mallard duck is not a threat to attack and 
injure a hunter, in the same way, a pronghorn 
can be, there is still danger any time guns are 
used. When the hunters and their weapons are 
deliberately hidden from view, accidents can 
happen. Hunting waterfowl, in particular, has 
brought a very real danger of hypothermia or 
even drowning. Even if you decide to take up 
duck hunting as a “starter” sport, you should not 
skimp on the recommended equipment. Buying 
cheap hip waders might seem like a good idea at 
the check-out stand, but you’ll feel the difference 
after a few hours in the pond. Like with small 
game hunting, bird hunters see a successful hunt 
ending with a high volume of kills. The obvious 
difference, however, is the fact that birds are 
airborne. There is something more relaxing and 

CHAPTER TWO:
The Game
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stubbier bill, and a faster wing beat. The Brant 
goose has a very rapid wingbeat. Its head and 
chest are black. Its neck is black with white 
streaks. White-fronted geese have the common 
nickname speckle bellies for an obvious reason. 
Their undersides are primarily white but have 
dark brown speckles. Their backs, necks, and 
heads are brown, with distinctive white facial 
patch ringing their pinkish bills.

Hunting geese has its own special charm, unlike 
any other. Whether in the field or on the water, 
an experienced hunter will be in place before 
dawn. His reward is the stillness that comes with 
the waning night, just before the first honk of the 
goose’s new day. This moment combines peace 
and anticipation. Hunters know the moment 
and savor it. Unlike the thrill that accompanies 
the first kill, this is an almost spiritual joy. The 
moment of reflection and excitement makes all 
of the work, preparation, and even early rising, 
well worthwhile. 

Much of the important work in goose hunting, 
as in any hunting, is done well in advance. 
Goose hunters scout fields and water on in the 
midmorning and late afternoon the day before 
a hunt and take note of where the great birds 
are landing and feeding. Since geese return 
to the same spots for several days, it’s always 
a good bet that such scouting will yield good 
opportunities for a kill. Hunters use decoys to 
draw in the geese for both water and land, but 
more are recommended for the latter. Hunting 
Canada or speckle bellied geese in early season; 

more flocks join the group, explaining almost 
overwhelming number of geese sometimes 
witnessed. Geese return to the same general area 
each year, thanks to a strong homing instinct. 
They are also likely to return to the same spot 
on the water day after day until it no longer 
yields food. In the fall, their diet consists of 
wheat and oats, barley shoots, green plants, and 
grasses. When not feeding on the water, geese 
will look for food in open fields, but only if they 
can establish good visibility to avoid predators 
hunting geese on dry land tends to yield larger 
game, with some of these birds growing to a 
wingspan of nearly six feet. Some geese live as 
long as 25 years and become extremely cautious 
in their autumn years. These seasoned birds 
will slowly and meticulously scan a spot before 
landing to feed. More often than not, they will 
veer off and begin to search for a new spot. 

One of the most popular types of goose for game 
hunting is the Canada goose. These birds breed in 
the northern parts of the United States, as well as 
in the country of their namesake. It is a common 
misnomer to refer to these majestic birds as 
Canadian geese, rather than Canada geese, which 
is their actual name. A specific specimen may, 
in fact, be Canadian, and, therefore, a Canadian 
goose, but it more accurate to stick with the 
correct title. Most people recognize the unique 
pattern of Canada geese. They have black heads 
with white chin bars. Their backs are gray or 
brown with a white belly. There are actually 
twelve different varieties of the Canada goose. 
Lesser known game geese include Snow geese, 
Ross geese, Brant geese, and the White-Fronted, 
or speckle bellied, geese. The Snow goose and the 
Ross goose are often mistaken for one another, 
due in part to the fact that they tend to travel 
together. Both are mostly white with dark wing 
tips. The Snow goose, however, is smaller, has a 
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By using both hands, the caller is able to hold 
the tool to his mouth while cupping the end to 
vary the airflow. Calls for other types of geese 
can be learned as well, although the two used for 
Canada geese are recommended first. 

DUCKS

Ducks can be divided into both types and species. 
The two types of game ducks are puddle and 
diving. Common sense should give you an idea 
the basic differences, but we’ll go ahead and fill 
in the blanks as well. Puddle ducks are more 
likely to hunt in smaller bodies of water. For this 
reason, they are relatively easy to hunt. Less 
equipment is needed to hunt on still water than 
on the waves of larger bodies of water. Puddle 
ducks are adept at walking and feeding on land. 
They feed using the unmistakable technique 
known as dabbling or tipping-up. Ducks stick 
their hind ends straight up in the air while 

their heads, necks, and entire front half are 
submerged. Most puddlers have a colored patch, 
known as a speculum, on their wings trailing 
edges.  Puddle ducks have the ability to take 
flight quickly. They will jump straight up into the 
air with little warning or provocation. The best 
way to hunt puddle ducks is with decoys, pass-
shooting, and jump-shooting. 

The most recognizable and numerous of the 
puddle ducks are Mallards. The males of the 
species have blue-green colored feathers on 

decoys should be set in small groupings which 
will hopefully appear to be family groups to the 
real geese. This ploy is most effective early in 
the season, as the geese have yet to group for 
fall migration. Later in the season, far more 
decoys will be needed for the same effect. Ross 
or Snow geese are nearly always hunted on 
land and are far more cautious and harder to 
fool. When hunting these cagey birds on land, 
decoys of different styles should be used in great 
volume to duplicate the real thing. The styles of 
decoys include wind socks, silhouettes, Texas Rag 
style, shells, and even white garbage bags. More 
on decoys will be covered in Chapter 5. Brant 
geese are most commonly hunted on water, and 
with decoys. A common strategy involves the 
formation of two groups of decoys with space in 
between known as the landing zone. There are 
numerous variations on this formation for both 
land and water. 

Once the hunter has set his decoys, he builds 
his blind. This hiding spot should be invisible 
from above while still providing clear lines 
of sight for the hunter to see and to shoot. We 
will go into greater detail on the construction 
of blinds in Chapter 5. From here, he initiates 
his goose calls. The two basics types of calls 
when hunting goose are standard and flute. The 
standard call is considerably easier to master. It 
involves the creation of a high and a low tone in 
succession. This is intended to duplicate the call 
of the Canada goose. Flute goose calls take much 
longer to perfect, but can be used to duplicate 
several different calls made by that same goose. 
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don’t care to hunt on land. Their legs are located 
fairly far back on their bodies, making them 
awkward walkers. They need room to take flight 
and actually run atop the water to build up speed 
while flapping their wings until they take off. 
These ducks eat invertebrates and fish. As a result, 
you will that they have a stronger taste on your 
dinner table. In North America alone, there are 
19 diving duck species to be hunted. A category 
within diving ducks is sea ducks. These birds can 
be found in coast areas and have amazing diving 
ability. Some species are said to be able to dive 
more than 200 meters into the ocean in order to 
eat fish, crustaceous, and even mollusks. Hunting 
diving ducks requires more equipment and longer 
shooting. Boats should be at least 16 to 18 feet 
in length with deep hulls. The larger crafts will 
make it possible to negotiate the rougher waters. 
Hunting divers is cold work. They migrate later in 
the season, which means colder weather for the 
hunter. Also, larger water bodies produce colder 
marine air winds which cut through hunter’s 
clothes and chill them to the bones. This is not 
the type of hunt to skimp on supplies. Buy good 
waterproof clothing including boots and gloves. 
Hunting dogs need to be hearty for this type of 
work as well. No hounds here, this is work for 
Labs, Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, or other cold 
weather breeds. 

You will be shooting at fast moving targets, if 
you take on diving ducks. Some of the birds will 
be traveling up to 75 mph, so hunters need to 
shoot ahead of their targets, and might even hit a 
trailer when aiming at a leader. The conventional 
hunting strategy for divers uses lots of decoys 
spread over a long distance. The ducks are 
persuaded to fly low over the decoys, providing 
the hunter with a target, before either elevating 
or dropping abruptly into the water. Divers 
are susceptible to decoys, but not likely to be 

their heads and blue and white stripes on their 
wings. Mallards are also very commonly seen 
with other puddle duck species. For this reason, 
mallard decoys will attract other ducks such as 
wood ducks and teals. Puddlers congregate in 
fairly loose groups, but they make up for less 
physical contact with each other by calling out 
regularly. They are vocal by nature and generally 
call and wait for a response before landing. They 
can be fooled by a hunter who knows how to 
perform the right call, but are discriminating 
enough to listen closely. If you’re not confident in 
your calling skills, it might be better to stay silent 
and hope for the best. Puddlers are considered 
to be smarter than divers. They migrate earlier 
than their long bodied counterparts, which 
exposes them to more time avoiding hunters. 
Much like older game learns the tricks missed 
by young, puddlers see all hunters tricks several 
times before divers even start their migration. 

Duck calls are predictably specific for the 
different types of ducks. There are two calls for 
mallards. The first is named standard or Reelfoot 
style. This is a very loud call but takes a great 
deal of skill and practice. The standard style 
is performed with a metal reed which curves 
upward at the tip. This style has a narrow range 
of tones. The second main style of mallard call 
is Arkansas style. These are performed with a 
straight plastic reed and do not travel as far as 
standard. Countless other calls are practiced by 
veteran hunters for different species of ducks. 
Some calls work in some areas and not in others, 
so it is best to ask around and practice, practice, 
practice. Just don’t scare away someone else’s 
game while honing your skills. 

Diving ducks are adept at diving beneath the 
surface of the water to feed. Their feet are larger, 
which makes them better underwater swimmers. 
Diving ducks frequent larger bodies of water and 
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backcountry camp or institute survival tactics 
for this. A license, a shotgun, good boots, and 
common sense are usually enough to get you 
started. Bring along your dog, even if he isn’t 
bred to hunt, and let him learn on the job. This 
is a good exercise in learning. Just make sure to 
be safe while learning the ropes. A little studying 
will help, however. Since upland game birds are 
a broad category, you might want to pick out a 
few likely targets for your area. 

RING-NECKED PHEASANTS

It is inexplicable that hunting this pheasant is so 
popular. The hunt is, in a word, difficult. Ring-
necked pheasant roosters have long spurs on the 
lower part of their legs. These sharp implements 
are capable of injuring dogs and hunters alike. 
The spurs are actually designed for territorial 
battles with other roosters, which is small con-
solation to the poor black lab that gets badly 
scratched while working. This pheasant is smart 
enough to run when startled, instead of just 
taking to the air. This could be a sign of learned 
behavior or evolution. Perhaps the pheasants 
believe that taking off immediately is a good way 
to get shot by hunters. They can detect ground 
vibrations that hunters cannot. They also have 
excellent eyesight and good hearing. In short, 
they definitely know you are there before you 
know they are. They are also smart enough to 
stay put in dense cover unless they are sure you 
see them, or you step on them. They usually 
live their entire lives within about a half mile 
radius, so they know the terrain intimately. A 
typical rooster can be up to three feet from head 
to tail and weigh up to three pounds. The hen 
has a shorter tail and weighs slightly less. The 
hen is drab and brown, and illegal to hunt in 
most states. The rooster, on the other hand, is 
beautifully colored. They display purple, blue, 
copper, and a bright dark green. Perhaps it is 

persuaded by duck calls. Most hunters try calling 
anyway. After all, if you have down time on the 
cold water, why not pass the time practicing your 
calls. Unlike with puddle ducks, hunting of diving 
ducks almost always takes place on the water. 
Although some hunters will attempt to try their 
luck at catching diving ducks on small patches of 
land between to large bodies of water. 

UPLAND GAME BIRDS

A veritable plethora of variety awaits hunters 
of these birds. As a rule, less specialized 
equipment is needed here than for waterfowl 
or big game. In many ways, upland birds are 
the flying equivalent of the small game found 
on the prairies and fields. Hunters don’t need to 
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often that you could use a work like personality 
with an entire breed of bird. The male wild turkey, 
however, is one example. He is brash and vain. 
During mating season, he is admirably randy. 
It’s hard not to admire the bird as he goes about 
the business of being seen and heard by as many 
hens as possible. He seems not to have a care in 
the world, save mating. He is like the red-blooded 
American male of a foregone era. Like a folk hero, 
you almost can’t help but root for the guy. 

The wild turkey hunt has become synonymous 
with the spring in much of America. This bird 
can be found in every state of the union, save 
Alaska. Yes, that means you can find this strutter 
in Hawaii as well. It is the largest game bird in 
all of North America. Males appear similar to 
females to the untrained eye. If you cannot tell 
which you are watching, wait for the strutting 
and calling to verify it’s a male. He is called a 
tom, or a gobbler. He can weigh up to thirty 
pounds and stand as high as four feet tall. The 
body of the tom is blackish brown featuring an 
iridescent metallic sheen. He is nearly bald on 
the head and neck, which can be plain white, 
red, or blue. The tom has carbuncles, which 
droop from the front and sides of his neck. These 
fleshy bumps are bright red in color. The gobbler 
also sports a fleshy dewlap hanging from his 
throat and neck. The bizarre decorations do not 
end there. Something called a snood hangs over 
the front of his beak. This is a strange, fingerlike 
protrusion. The snood can constrict and 
vertically project itself like a fleshy bump on his 
beak when he is alert.  There is very little about a 
gobbler that could be considered subtle. 

The tom’s breast contains a beard made up of 
coarse hair-like fibers. Mature toms beards may 
be as long as eight inches. Occasionally, female 
wild turkeys have beards as well. The female 
beards are noticeably shorter, but could still 

these beautiful colors which make the ring-necked 
pheasant such a popular target among hunters. 

Pheasants will generally flock together if they are 
able to find food and thick cover. These flocks 
may contain several hundred pheasants. The 
bird’s average lifespan is less than one year, with 
70% of pheasants not surviving from one year 
to the next. This number is constant even where 
they are not hunted. For that reason alone, the 
number of pheasants allowed to be hunted and 
killed is high compared to other birds. The ideal 
areas for pheasants to thrive are in agricultural 
fields of corn, wheat, or milo. They will find 
cover in the thick brush along fence rows, 
ditches, streams, and marshes. 

Hunting pheasants is often done with at least 
two hunters working together. One “driver” 
and his dog will work the thick weedy cover 
where the birds are likely hiding. His partner 
will be stationed at the end of the row of cover 
with his rifle. The second hunter is referred to 
as a “blocker.” The pheasants will, hopefully, 
take flight as targets. However, they are almost 
as likely to run on the ground to denser cover 
on steep draws. This is when a retrieving dog 
becomes almost invaluable. Only a determined 
dog with the scent of his prey will be able to 
bring out a pheasant in the thick brush. 

WILD TURKEYS

Perhaps the most 
recognizable of 
game birds is the 
wild turkey. He 
is nicknamed the 
gobbler, and with 
good reason. Part 
of the appeal of the 
Tom turkey is his 
personality. It’s not 
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can only fly for a few 
hundred yards, but 
will continue to glide 
for up to another 
mile under the right 
circumstances. 

Truly effective wild turkeys will employ several 
decoys in addition to calling their prey. Older 
toms may be leery of calls alone, and wait to 
spot a hen before revealing his position. It’s also 
recommended to team hunt these birds, herding 
them into a shooter’s line of fire. 

2.2 SMALL GAME ANIMALS
SQUIRRELS

Everyone living east of the Mississippi River in 
the US is familiar with squirrels. They are also 
extremely common on the west coast inland as 
far as the Rocky and Cascade Mountain ranges. 
Seemingly every stand of trees in those wide 
areas contains squirrels. If you own a dog, the 
chances are it knows about the squirrels in your 
neighborhood trees as well. The jumpy little 
creatures seem to like to taunt domesticated dogs 
from the safety of their tree perches. They even go 
so far as to throw nut shells down at the helplessly 
obsessed animals below. At the very least, the 
squirrels commonly chirp or bark at the dogs. It 
seems to be a game for the squirrels, at least until 
one is a bit too careless and gets caught. 

The two most common game squirrels in the 
United States are the gray squirrel and the 
fox squirrel. Grays can be found in mature 
deciduous forests, where they favor mixed 
hardwoods with dense undergrowth and few 
open areas. In ideal settings, you could find as 
many as six hundred grays in a square mile. 
To state it more accurately, there could be six 

cause a hunter to confuse her with a young male, 
or jake. Tom’s also have spurs on their lower 
legs. These appendages are around one inch 
long. The size and shape of spurs make it easier 
to tell toms and jakes apart. The younger males 
have smaller rounded spurs. Their elder male’s 
spurs are long and pointed.

The nickname gobbler is well earned in the 
spring when the male wild turkey begins his 
breeding displays. He makes one of the most 
recognizable sounds in the animal kingdom. 
He gobbles surprisingly loudly for a bird and 
is as animated as possible.  Once his calls have 
drawn hens, he fans his tail, fluffs his feathers, 
drags his wingtips, and struts with great gusto. 
In response, hens will purr, yelp, and cluck. Once 
hens have responded, the tom will follow them 
to their feeding ground, and mate with several of 
them every morning.   

Hunting the tom turkey is almost always done 
using calls. With practice and the right device, 
a hunter can produce several calls to attract the 
bird or startle him into revealing his position. If 
a tom hears another tom calling, he often cannot 
help but investigate why no hen is responding. 
Perhaps he thinks he is a better specimen than 
the one he hears, and can earn the hen himself. 

Finding the turkey habitat is relatively easy, 
since the birds will stay in the same sights for 
years. They will use the same “strutting grounds” 
day after day as well. These spots are open ar-
eas where his displays can be seen by hens. If 
finding the turkey and calling him are relatively 
easy, where is the challenge? This bird is an 
excellent runner, moving as fast as twelve miles 
an hour. When threatened, he will run first. In 
an emergency, toms will launch themselves into 
the air and accelerate to a flying speed of over 
thirty miles per hour within a few seconds. He 
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The patient hunter 
will sit with the sun 
at his back. He may 
click coins together 
to imitate scolding 
squirrels or use a call 
to reproduce their 
barks and chatters. The hunter uses his glasses or 
scope to slowly investigate any movement until 
he sees a squirrel. He should be ready with a .22 
rifle with a 4x scope. If the hunter takes a shot 
and misses, it is advisable to remain still until the 
squirrel resumes its movement.

Smart squirrels will hide on the opposite side of 
the tree from the hunter. The animal stays on the 
opposite side, even as the hunter circles the tree 
looking for it. A technique to combat the strategy 
requires the hunter to toss a stick or rock to the 
opposite side of the tree and take a shot when 
the squirrel comes around. Team hunting also 
counters the squirrels hide and seek routine. One 
hunter approaches the tree, causing the squirrel 
to scurry to the opposite side. The shooter is 
waiting for this and gets a free shot. It is also 
possible to float hunt squirrels in nut trees that 
hang over creeks and slow rivers. 

COYOTES

These cousins of dogs should not be mistaken 
for man’s best friend. At one time, there was 
a natural balance in the wild between coyotes 
and wolves, the dog’s other cousin. Wolves and 
coyotes are natural competitors for the same 
game. In the end of the nineteenth century 
and the early decades of the twentieth century, 
humans all but declared war on wolves in the 
western plains of North America. Ranchers and 
trappers killed off the wolf to such a degree than 
they are now mostly absent in the lower forty-
eight states. Only now are wolf populations very 

hundred, but you wouldn’t find that many. They 
can get as large as twenty inches from tail to 
head and weigh around one pound. Their sides 
and back are grayish while they are white on 
their undersides. 

Fox squirrels are more reddish in color. Their 
sides, tail, and head are red-brown in color. 
Some hunters may refer to this squirrel as the 
red squirrel. However, this is a misnomer. The 
actual red squirrel is much smaller and is not 
a game animal at all. The fox squirrel can be 
up to twenty-nine inches long and weigh more 
than two pounds. They spend more time on 
the ground and are less likely to use treetops to 
escape predators. They can often be seen basking 
lazily in the sun on tree limbs. Said by some to be 
easier to outwit than grays, fox squirrels will run 
straight for their dens or hide behind tree limbs. 
Their habitats are more likely to be woodlots, 
strips of timber, and farm groves. They are 
commonly found near cornfields, where these 
squirrels will climb cornstalks and down the 
cobs before eating the corn. 

Both types of squirrel eat nuts and are known 
for storing excess for the winter. Later in the 
fall, the practice of storing nuts becomes more 
time consuming and requires more time on the 
ground digging. The best time to hunt squirrel 
is during their breeding period in December 
and January. Like many animals, the squirrel 
becomes careless during courtship. Hunters look 
for nut shells called cuttings and corn husks and 
stripped cobs near the bases of trees as a sign of 
squirrels nearby. Squirrels make dens in trees by 
chewing small openings into larger spaces. They 
also build nests into the crotches of trees using 
twigs and leaves. 

Most often, squirrels are stand-hunted. Elaborate 
stand constructions are unnecessary, however. 
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coyote scat usually contains indigestible 

materials such as deer hair, mouse fur, or 

berries. Coyote raise their young in dens near 

their hunting grounds. They are adept at hiding 

close to their prey and hiding their dens. 

Calling coyotes requires the reproduction of the 

sound of a dying animal. The sound of a squealing 

rabbit is particularly effective, and the device that 

produces it is fairly inexpensive. Good times to 

hunt this animal are the two hours after sunrise 

and the last two hours before dawn. Similar to 

dogs, coyotes have a very strong sense of smell. 

Hunters set up downwind from where they 

suspect their prey may be located. Full camouflage 

is also recommended. Grease paint is often used 

on hands as face as well. Though bold when it 

comes to stealing food, these scavengers are also 

easily startled and want little to do with adult 

humans. The call will attract the coyote so long 

as it doesn’t figure out there is a human behind 

the sound. Usually, a good call will yield results in 

about twenty minutes unless the coyote becomes 

distracted by other potential food sources. Ideally, 

the animal will slink close enough to the caller to 

fall victim to an accurate shooter with a .22 rifle 

or a 6mm. If the hunter is armed with a shotgun, 

he will need the animal to come much closer. 

When hunting alone, you will probably only get 

one shot at a coyote. If you miss, his speed and 

agility will allow the prey to escape in the brush. 

With team hunting, a caller draws the coyote in 

while a shooter takes a position which allows 

more than one shot if the coyote bolts. The same 

effect can be created by a single hunter with an 

electronic caller and a remote control. He places 

the caller where he wants the target and then 

works his way to the side of where the prey will 

hopefully approach. 

slowly beginning to grow back in some areas. 
Without the competition of wolves for the same 
food and resources, coyote populations grew 
at an astounding rate. They have learned how 
to live among humans in the wild and even in 
our cities. The coyote is a scavenger, first and 
foremost. He is an opportunist. He hides in parks, 
on golf courses, and in fields. He steals dog food 
and eats smaller domesticated pets. In the wild, 
the coyote prefers to prey on unprotected young 
animals or injured game. Coyotes are found 
in most places where small game is common. 
Mice, rabbits, and upland birds are all present 
in meadows and fields. Coyote are also there. 
Coyotes also follow bigger game, like antelope 
and deer. They are always slinking around when 
larger game are giving birth to their young. 
As opportunists, coyotes use the same trails 
and waterholes as their would-be prey. Their 
role in the natural world is to keep small game 
populations under control. There are currently 
more than enough rodents and rabbits for 
them to have their fill. However, it is likely that 
growing coyote populations will over hunt big 
game like deer. Their territory can be anywhere 
from ten to forty square miles, depending on 
several factors including human structures near 
cities and other coyote packs in the wild. 

Smaller than wolves, coyotes are usually less 
than two feet tall. They are gray or brown in 
color, with an occasional reddish cast. Ears 
are pointed and long, ideal for picking up the 
sounds of small animals scurrying in the brush. 
Coyote’s noses are seemingly long for the size of 
their heads. They weigh anywhere from twenty 
to fifty pounds. The coyote is a lean animal that 
slinks close to the ground and has a thick and 
bushy tail. He is a fast and agile runner, able to 
reach up to forty-three miles an hour quickly. 
Droppings are similar to that of dogs. However, 
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years or less. Unlike most other horned game, the 
whitetail’s antlers do not give away its age. The 
number of points on a buck’s rack are seemingly 
random, and don’t reflect the number of seasons 
he has survived.  These deer feed on buds and 
twigs from smallish trees and shrubs. They 
will also graze on green plants such as clover. 
Whitetails living near agricultural areas will feed 
on nearly any crop available. 

The whitetail is the most hunted big game in 
North America. The reason may have to do 
with the fact that this versatile deer survives 
and thrives in several types of habitat all over 
the continent. Don’t think that it’s a popular 
target because it’s an easy animal hunt, though. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth. 

It’s true that whitetails can be found in southern 
Mexico, over most of the US, and half way 
to Alaska. But each individual doe or buck 
has a relatively small home range.  They are 
intimately familiar with every element within 
their personal area, which is usually less than 
a square mile, and quick to notice changes. 
These adept animals have extremely strong 
senses of smell, and can detect human scent 
from several hundred yards away. To combat 
this, some hunters will use bottled scents made 
with fox or skunk urine around their stands 
to hide their own scent. They may also use an 
attractant made from doe urine to attract the 

2.3 BIG GAME
This is it. Hunting big game is the pinnacle of the 
sport. Every game animal provides a different 
challenge for the hunter, but going after big game 
often combines several of those challenges and 
more. To successfully hunt big game, it pays to 
be an excellent mountaineer with topographical 
maps and a compass. But, you should have good 
instincts and experience surviving without the 
help of those tools. Big game hunters should be 
in peak physical condition. This enables them 
to move either quickly or agonizingly slowly 
for extended periods of time under difficult 
circumstances. He must understand not just his 
target, but every other animal in the habitat. He 
must understand how the weather, the moon, 
the season, the temperature, and dozens of 
other natural factors affect his prey. On top of 
all that, big game hunters don’t get second and 
third chances. When hunting birds or squirrels, 
hunters try to kill in volume because they have 
plenty of targets. But the bigger the game, the 
fewer targets there are to hunt. A hunter who 
makes one mistake may find himself out of luck 
for the season, or worse. 

WHITE-TAILED DEER

The whitetail’s coat is brown during warm 
months and gray or brown in the colder months. 
The tail is actually darker colored on top. The 
white underside is only displayed when the deer 
is running from danger. Not surprisingly, quite a 
few varieties can be found over the vast territory 
occupied by the whitetail. The largest of these 
may weigh up to one-hundred-ninety pounds. 
This northern white-tailed deer is found in the 
northeastern United States and into parts of 
southern Canada. In 1926, the largest recorded 
specimen of this variety weighed in at over 
five-hundred pounds. Most whitetails live eight 
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are less cautious and more vulnerable to good 
hunters. Bucks will become preoccupied with 
scraping the ground to attract mates. Does will be 
equally distracted by looking for the scraps. They 
are also more likely to wander from their intimate 
surroundings at this time. Finding whitetails is 
still extremely difficult, even during these times. 
Good hunters do plenty of pre-season scouting. 
They look for movement paths used by the deer 
in the tall grasses and bushes. Day trails wind 
through trees but never cross clearings. Deer 
are far too cautious to venture across clearings 
during daylight. Trails across open spaces like 
meadows or crops are referred to as night trails. 
Hunters know not to bother setting up on a night 
trail during daylight. When a hunter believes he 
has found a deer’s personal habitat, he tries to 
anticipate its escape routes. When hunting solo, 
there is little to be done about escape save making 
your first shot. Team hunting, however, is de-
signed to account for every possible contingency. 

Driving is a common technique when several 
hunters are available at once. Every drive has 
a leader who is hopefully as familiar with the 
terrain as the game. Posters are stationed in 
stands with good visibility. Drivers spread 
out upwind of the deer’s cover. Once all 
hunters are positioned, the drivers walk 
slowly downwind. This causes the deer to be 
flushed ahead toward the posters. From their 
elevated stands, the posters should be able to 
take high percentage shots with rifles. Driving 
can be extremely dangerous for hunters if not 
executed properly. All members of the drive 
must know exactly where everyone is before 
shooting. It’s also common for a wiry whitetail 
to double back in between the drivers and 
leave no target for the posters. 

Solo stand-hunting is another way to try to bag 
white-tails. Hunters will look for intersecting 

deer to their shooting zone. The have extremely 
strong hearing and are visually quick to detect 
lateral movement. Their coats blend perfectly 
with grassy or bushy cover. The most common 
strategy used by the deer to avoid hunters is 
sit still. Not moving is almost an art form for 
these animals. When they do decide to flee, they 
are likely to move slowly. They easily locate 
escape routes thanks to their knowledge of their 
surroundings. When alarmed, they may loudly 
snort and stamp their feet in warning feet before 
bounding away with their telltale white tail held 
erect. After running a short distance at speeds up 
to forty miles an hour, the deer will cautiously 
scan behind them to see if the danger is passed. 
Once again, they will seem to be nearly invisible 
at this point. The whitetail can go from a full 
sprint to standing completely still in no time. If 
necessary, the deer can jump over objects as tall 
as eight feet and will swim across lakes.

Whitetails can sense impending weather 
changes, and feed heavily in preparation for 
difficult conditions. They also change their eating 
habits during full or exceptionally bright moons. 
They are aware of hunting in surrounding areas. 
Whitetails commonly mix up their feeding 
schedules during hunting season. They limit 
their exposure during light hours by eating 
earlier in the morning and later at night. 

Early in rutting season, both bucks and does 
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overpopulation and look to hunters for help. 

An impressive physical specimen, the black bear, 
presents a different challenge to hunters than the 
more elusive game. A male, or boar, usually weighs 
anywhere from three to four-hundred pounds. 
It is not uncommon for boars to tip the scales at 
more than six-hundred. The heaviest black bear 
on record was a whopping eight-hundred pounds. 
This bear is among the most intelligent of big game 
animals. He is deceptively quick and fast. The 
black bear is able to run twenty-five miles an hour 
and climb trees in seconds. He also possesses a 
keen sense of smell and seems to be able to detect 
danger. The black bear has excellent hearing, but 
his eyesight is only fair. 

Several different techniques are utilized when 
hunting black bear. Hound dog packs can be 
used to chase down the massive mammals. The 
bears can run for miles, however, and will often 
lose the pursuing dogs. If cornered, it may also 
kill the canines. The goal of the pack is to tree the 
bear for the hunters to shoot easily. Bear baiting 
is considered cruel by some and is illegal in 
some areas. The technique capitalizes on a bear’s 
strong sense of smell. From up to three miles 
away, the black bear can detect the smell of the 
food scraps left by the hunter. This is especially 
effective in the spring when bears emerge from 
hibernation and are extremely hungry. Another 
technique is called spot-and stalk hunting. From 
a high vantage point like a canyon, hunters 
simply watch a meadow or patch of berries 
and wait for a bear to appear. Calling is also a 
common way to hunt the black bear. Duplicating 
the sound of a rodent of fawn-in-distress has 
proven successful. Whatever technique is used 
to draw out the large animal, bear hunters need 
heavy rifles to make the kill. At least .30 caliber 
rifles and heavy bullets are recommended to 
ensure a quick and merciful kill.

deer trails or ground with fresh scrapes. They 
will build their tree or tower stand, and return 
another day. Once in position with weapon at 
the ready, the hunter must remain as still as 
possible for hours on end in anticipation of a 
deer carefully passing below. 

The most instinctually and physically taxing 
approach to going after the unbelievably patient 
whitetail is still-hunting. For this to succeed, the 
hunter must move as slowly as the hunted. Each 
step is gradual and measured. If the still-hunter 
accidentally makes a noise, he must freeze in place 
for several minutes until any nearby deer have 
forgotten the disturbance. The still-hunter con-
stantly scans and rescans his surroundings for any 
sign of deer. All the while, he has his weapon at 
the ready for even the slightest chance to bag this 
elusive prey. Still-hunting effectively requires years 
of practice and rare mental discipline. If a hunter 
does not have these qualifications, still-hunting will 
be highly unlikely to bear fruit. If he has what it 
takes, on the other hand, a still-hunter may feel a 
whitetail and have a story to tell for a lifetime. 

BLACK BEAR

It’s all too easy to think of a bear as a monstrous 
adversary. However, this predator is an omnivore. 
The black bear feeds mainly on fruits, nuts, ber-
ries, available crops, and grasses. They also eat 
insects, and small mammals and fish. They feed 
on carcasses of animals killed by winter weather. 
Hardly abundant, it is rare to find more than one 
black bear in a two square mile area. Despite the 
name, black bears can be brown, cinnamon, glossy 
black, white, or even blue in color. As a predator 
at the top of the food chain, however, biologists 
are concerned about controlling the black bears 
population. Complaints of damage due to bears 
are an all-time high in many areas. Biologists fear 
the large mammals are on the verge of dangerous 
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But the dangers of firearms are very real. 
Hunters both new and experience should follow 
a long list of precautions.  

Never point a firearm at anyone

Never point a firearm at anything you don’t 
intend to shoot

Ensure that your safety is always on

Always assume a firearm is loaded

Positively identify your target before shooting

Never shoot at hard surfaces with bullets or 
slugs than could ricochet

Control the direction of your muzzle at all 
times

Do not drink and hunt

When not afield, store your guns away from 
children and unloaded

Do not hunt with others who refuse to follow 
reasonable safety standards

Never rest your finger on the trigger of your 
firearm

Open your action engaging in difficult footing 

3.1 SAFETY

Hunting is considered by most to be a sport. It is 
one of only a handful of sports that utilizes guns, 
knives, crossbows, and bow and arrows. Yet 
hunting is surprisingly safe. Fatalities of hunters 
are actually quite rare, and less common than 
those found in swimming or boating. 

A good reason for this track record may be the 
efforts make by states to encourage or require 
beginning hunters to pass safety courses when 
purchasing licenses. Most hunters follow the 
wise advice to wear fluorescent orange clothing 
afield. The very fact that hunters use guns also 
lends a sense of cautious respect to practitioners. 

CHAPTER THREE:
What Every Hunter  
Needs to Know
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licenses will have a good idea of what you need 

to be legal, and might even have tips to help you 

have a more productive hunt. They might also be 

able to recommend a formal hunting class. This 

is a great way to strike up a conversation with 

someone who knows the ins and outs of hunting 

in your area. Never miss a chance to learn from a 

hunting veteran. But remember, he or she is also 

running a business. So buy some jerky or beer 

while you’re chewing the fat. 

It may be frustrating to have to pay Uncle Sam 

after already dropping a considerable amount 

of money on hunting equipment and even train-

ing. The fees seem arbitrary, but it is important 

to remember that you will most likely be hunt-

ing on land owned by the state or the country. 

All regulations and limits, in theory, are based 

on the department’s goals to keep every species 

sustained. The fees are needed to pay for the 

expenses associated with the Fish and Wildlife 

Department. They are also designed to be kept 

low enough to encourage you to hunt. In return 

for the right to hunt, you are helping them bal-

ance out ecosystems through animal population 

control. As hunters, we have a responsibility to 

help maintain the balance of animal populations 

in the wild. 

where you could drop the weapon

Carry your firearm so the muzzle points away 
from everyone

Never shoot if there is a chance of hitting 
unintended targets such as buildings or 
livestock

Always be aware of what is in your firing zone

3.2 LICENSING AND LIMITS
Hunting licenses are usually issued by individual 

states. Generally, a branch of the Fish and 

Wildlife Department in a given state will have all 

the information you need on their website. This 

should include fees, limitations, and exceptions. 

You can usually purchase the “tags” online as 

well. They should have contact information if 

you have specific questions or just want to be 

reassured that you have everything you legally 

need to hunt your specific game. Bag limits and 

possession change from season to season and 

sometimes even within season. So it doesn’t hurt 

to keep checking back in with FWD in your state. 

It is better to ask too many questions than to get 

caught on the wrong side of a bag limit afield.  

In the “good old days,” licenses and information 

was purchasable at local stores. Now, that task 

has been allocated to the internet. However, 

there are still plenty of municipalities that still 

allow the sale of licenses by retailers. Whether 

you consider yourself tech savvy or not, it 

might be worth your while to find out if you 

can still buy from a local store.  If you purchase 

your hunting license from a store, which we 

recommend, ask for a hunting regulations 

booklet. These will be found at any store that 

sells hunting licenses. Most stores that sell 
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exactly where to hit your target for clean and 
efficient kills. Use of clean instruments is a must 
in order to avoid cross-contamination. Rubber 
gloves are also recommended. After being lay 
out on its back, a carcass is carefully cut from the 
sternum to the groin. Then, the skin and muscle 
together are peeled back to expose the internal 
organs. After the game is cut open, it should be 
carefully and effectively held open with sticks 
or other tools. The cleaner will need both hands-
free to work and cannot be distracted by his 
work area shifting or the carcass closing up. This 
is the most critical and time sensitive portion 
of the cleaning process and the time when the 
meat is most vulnerable to damage and infection. 
Loose substances like mud and soil should be 
kept out of the carcass at all times. Removal of 
the intestines is performed differently from one 
animal to another. However, it generally requires 
at least one surgical cut made within the body to 
separate the entrails. Once organs and entrails 
alike have been removed, the cavity must be 
cleaned out. The kill is then ready for transport. 
The hide and skin will need to be removed at a 
later time. 

To give you an idea of what a typical cleaning 
entails, we are providing a few examples. 

CLEANING A GROUSE
Lay the grouse on its back. Extend the wings 
outward, as if it is in a flying position. Step on 
the wings, one at a time, putting your boots close 
to the chest. This will pin the wings down while 
you work. Grab the legs of the bird, one per 
hand. Pull upwards toward your body. This will 
separate the entire bottom portion of the grouse 
from the top. Don’t stop until the bird is torn in 
two. You should now have the chest section and 
wings remaining. Set aside the legs and pull out 

3.3 CLEANING
It is extremely important to clean your kill 
properly to avoid contamination of the meat. 
Cleaning your kill in the wild rather than waiting 
until you have returned home is referred to as 
field dressing. Field dressing generally includes 
cutting open and eviscerating (commonly 
referred to as gutting) of the kill, but not the 
removal of the hide or skin. The practice 
makes the kill far easier to transport out. More 
importantly, it protects the quality of the meat. 
The rule of thumb is to always clean as soon as 
possible after the kill. Like any other kind of 
perishable meat, raw and uncooked game can be 
infested with food-borne pathogens like E-Coli 
or bacteria like salmonella. Flies and other pests 
can infest exposed meat quickly as well.  Exactly 
how quickly cleaning must take place depends 
on the weather, the game, other predators in 
the area, and other factors. For these reasons, 
it is best to study the techniques and warnings 
specific to your situation. If you can watch a 
veteran hunter perform his cleaning, it will 
prove to be an invaluable experience. Once you 
know the steps necessary, visualize the process 
repeatedly. Mentally practicing will make the 
actual cleaning go more smoothly. When it comes 
time to clean you kill, make sure your hands 
and arms are as clean as possible. You might 
even want to have some plastic cleaning gloves 
to wear.  The smell and feel of your kill will be 
distracting, so be sure to stay focused on the task 
at hand. 

The main principles of field dressing change 
little from animal to animal. The cleaner the 
kill, the easier the cleaning will be. Bullets that 
miss their marks can cause internal damage 
allowing organs to mix and become infected and 
unusable. This is just one more reason to know 
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head and remaining fur in one step. 

There will still be hair on the bottom half of 

both legs. That doesn’t matter because there’s no 

good meat in that section to be eaten. Break the 

section of each leg where you find a joint. Cut off 

the bottom half of each leg at that spot. 

Now you will clean out the guts. Make a cut in 

the ribs and work toward the tail. Don’t cut too 

deep, as not to puncture internal organs. You are 

really just cutting the skin in a straight line down 

the rabbit. At the same time, separate the skin 

to each side. At the bottom of the pelvic section, 

you will need to pause to pull the guts up toward 

the middle of the rabbit. This will keep them out 

of the way as you cutting. Now finish cutting the 

pelvic bone, separating the legs. 

Reach inside the chest and grab the heart and 

organs. Work them down through the middle 

of the rabbit and pull them out the bottom. The 

organs will stay together if you have a good grip. 

Look for any remaining large pieces of fat or 

skin and pull them off as best you can. You now 

should have nothing left behind but the cleaned 

out body. 

your knife. Cut the breast meat from the chest 

bone by cutting down the middle of the chest 

plate. Slowly work your knife along that breast 

plate on one side. Repeat the process with the 

other breast. Now rinse off the feathers from the 

removed breasts with water. Trim off left behind 

fat. Examine the meat for BB’s. You should be 

able to find them by locating any puncture holes 

on the outside of the breasts. Then gently reach 

inside the breast to locate and remove the BBs. 

CLEANING A RABBIT

Use your knife to cut the rabbits hide on the 

middle of its back. Cut towards the top of the 

body, making an opening within the hide. Hold 

the head of the rabbit with one hand. Use your 

other hand to reach inside the cut and grab the 

hide. Pull that hide back towards the tail of the 

rabbit. This will be surprisingly easy, as the hide 

is barely attached to the rabbit and will slide 

easily. Pull the hide all the way off, over the hind 

legs. Try to peel off as much of the remaining 

fur as possible, or at least get all the major 

pieces. Grab the tail and give it one good yank 

to remove. Now you should grab the rabbit with 

one hand by the hind legs. Use your free hand 

to pull the remaining hide from the front of the 

rabbit. Pull it far as you can to the head. Pull 

that hide over the front legs until it is no longer 

attached to those legs. Now remove the head. 

At this point, the hide should be pulled over the 

head, but still be attached. Place your knife at the 

base of the neck and cut off the head. If you’ve 

done everything correctly, this will remove the 
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Skinning the deer is best done back home. The 

longer you work afield, the better chance of a 

bear deciding to steal your kill. 

Lasso the deer around the neck and suspend it at 

head height. This should be done in a cool spot 

where critters won’t interfere. You may want to 

let the deer hang like this for a few days to cure. 

After no more than four days, it’s time to get back 

to the work of cleaning. Use your knife to cut all 

the way around the deer’s neckline. Intersect 

with the earlier cut which cut open the deer. Peel 

away the hide from the body. Your knife will help 

you if you cut away the fascia as you go. Peel 

the skin over the shoulders, and then twist, cut, 

and tug until you have removed the forelegs just 

above the joints of the knees. Keep working the 

hide off until you reach the tailbone. You will 

have to cut through the tailbone before you can 

pull the hide off down to the inner thigh patches. 

These will be dark patches. Lastly, you will cut 

the hind legs off just above the glands.

You now have the option of leaving the rabbit 

as is for cooking, or cutting it up further. If you 

choose the latter, cut the rabbit into five smaller 

pieces by separating the legs individually. Also 

cut the rib cage off, leaving the bottom section 

of the rabbit. The rib cage has no meat and can 

be discarded. When you are done cutting, you 

can clean the body off with water. Rinse off any 

blood, fur, and dirt and you are ready to cook. 

CLEANING A DEER

Position the deer with its belly facing upward. 

The head should be higher than the rest of the 

body. Propping the animal against a rock or tree 

will make this easier. Use a very sharp four-inch 

blade to slice a two-inch deep opening starting 

from just above the deer’s nether region, and 

finishing at the bottom of the ribcage. Be as 

precise as possible, as not to nick an artery. Roll 

the deer on its side and let gravity remove the 

organs. Finish that part of the job with your knife 

by cutting out connective tissue.

Carve out the diaphragm. This will be situated 

below the lungs and the heart and above the 

intestines. There will be a tube hanging between 

the heart and lungs, this is the esophagus. Grab 

that tube just above the heart and cut it away. Do 

not cut the heart. The rest of the organs are now 

ready to be removed, and should be easy work. 

Depending on what type of land you are hunting 

on, you may be required to dispose of the gut pile 

as well. 
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several gun shops when choosing a firearm. It 

would be a greater investment of your time to 

learn about the game you are hoping to kill. With 

this knowledge in hand, you can seek advice on 

what is the best weapon for your circumstances. 

Once you have made your choice and purchased 

weapon and ammunition. Learn everything 

you can about that weapon. Practice with the 

weapon repeatedly under safe conditions until 

you are comfortable enough to use it in the wild. 

Firearms should be disassembled and regularly 

cleaned  in order to work properly. Lastly 

store and carry your guns with care. Children 

should not have access to guns unless they are 

adequately supervised and trained. 

4.1 RIFLES
The most fundamental difference between the 

rifle and the shotgun is the presence of rifling in 

the barrel. Rifling is tiny grooves carved into the 

inside of the barrel. Once a bullet is propelled 

by explosion, it travels the length of the barrel 

P erhaps more than any other tools in 

hunting, firearms should be treated 

with great caution and respect. The 

argument could be made that guns, and to a 

lesser extent the bow and arrow, provide the 

hunter his greatest advantage over game, though 

man’s intelligence could also lay that claim. 

But no other item in the hunter’s toolbox has 

the potential to accidentally injure or kill him, 

his friends or family, or an innocent bystander. 

Choose your guns carefully, and become as 

familiar with their workings and quirks as 

possible. Practice firing in a safe environment. 

And do not carry more firepower than is 

necessary for your hunt. Study and understand 

your guns. We will be covering much of the lingo 

associated with firearms and ammunition in the 

following pages. The sheer volume of knowledge 

can be intimidating, but is only an overview. 

Remember, you don’t have to know everything 

there is to know about every gun on the market 

unless you’re opening a gun shop. New hunters 

should prepare plenty of questions and visit 

CHAPTER FOUR:
The Weapons of  

the Hunter
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name implies, this action only allows the hunter 

one shot before he must reload. Bolt action is 

considered by some to be the most accurate. 

These are similar to single-shots but feature a 

different reloading mechanism. Repeating action 

rifles hold a number of cartridges and allow for 

several shots without a reload. For more rapid 

firing, pump, lever, and semi-automatic actions 

are used. These have more moving parts and an 

increased chance of mechanical failure. Many 

hunters argue that these faster-firing actions go 

against the very spirit of hunting. If you need 

more than two shots to take down your prey, you 

either need more practice or you didn’t scout 

your target properly. Hitting game with more 

than the minimum of rounds will also decrease 

the amount of usable meat on your kill. 

The diameter of the barrel, or bore, of a rifle 

is called its caliber. Caliber is measured in 

either millimeters, or in inch hundredths or 

thousandths. A typical small game hunter might 

use a .17 caliber rifle. Big game caliber rifles 

are around .458. Discussions on caliber can 

easily confuse the novice, even intermediate 

level hunter. In addition to bore, other elements 

can figure into the caliber of a weapon. In some 

cases, bore is not part of the designation at all. 

Other numbers used in caliber are the year a 

weapon was manufactured or the number of 

grains of powder once used to propel a bullet. 

It’s best for the new hunter to start simple. Go 

to a gun shop and ask what kind of weapon and 

ammunition would be appropriate for the type of 

game you are hunting and your experience level. 

before being flying out the front of the gun. 

Rifling grooves force the bullet to spin in the 

chamber. The round continues to spin once out 

of the weapon. This spinning creates greater 

distance and accuracy. Rifles are the weapon of 

choice for the hunter with distant targets that 

require great accuracy. A good marksman can 

shoot game in the heart or head from hundreds 

of yards away. The type of game he hunts may 

never let him get close enough to attempt using 

any other type of weapon. Even if the rifleman 

misses with his shot, he may still injure the 

game enough to slow it down without ever 

putting himself in harm’s way. 

Weight, action, and caliber are all important 

considerations for owners of any rifle. Most 

rifles, without cartridges and accessories, weight 

between five and ten pounds. Heavier rifles are 

better at absorbing the recoil, or kick, generated 

when the weapon fires. They are also easier 

to keep steady when firing, which increases 

accuracy. Lighter rifles are better for long hiking 

hunts when the hunter can feel every ounce 

on his pack. They are also handy in tree stands 

when the hunter must hold up his weapon for 

an extended period of time in anticipation of the 

sudden emergence of game. A light rifle with 

a short barrel is called a carbine. This weapon 

won’t get caught on brush or tree limbs. 

Action refers to how the mechanism of 

chambering and ejecting ammunition is 

designed. The most basic action is also the 

most stable and reliable because it has few 

moving parts. This is the single-shot. As the 
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are not always durable and require extra time 

and concentration to properly use. Scopes can 

be used in place of binoculars, or “glasses.” 

However, this is a potentially dangerous practice. 

It is easy to forget that a deadly weapon is 

attached to a scope, and potentially endanger 

distant innocent animals or people. After all, 

a hunter should never point his weapon at 

something he isn’t prepared to shoot. 

Thanks to countless variables in every rifle, the 

hunter must always adjust all of his settings 

to ensure that he hits what he sees. This is 

done with a process known as sighting in. The 

traditional method of sighting-in is known 

as rough-sighting. The shooter fires at a close 

target through his sight. He makes incremental 

adjustments to his rifle, sights, or scope until 

he hits the bull’s eye. Moving further back, he 

repeats the process. If done properly, the rifle 

will be accurate at any range. Rough-sighting 

is a tedious process, but good practice for the 

meticulous patience needed on the hunt. 

Once the hunter has chosen the right scope for 

his hunt and had it properly adjusted, he must 

learn how to use it properly. To aim, he should 

place his eye no closer than three inches from the 

scope to allow for recoil. This is a very important 

practice to remember afield, and should be prac-

ticed in a safe environment.  Taking a scope to 

the eyeball could be dangerous as well as em-

barrassing. At the very least, it will spoil a good 

hunt. To shoot, the hunter should first establish 

a stable position. Ideally, he will find a stable 

object on which to lean. The next best approach 

Better to be humble and ask for help than buy 

something you cannot handle. Or worse yet, to 

ask for something that doesn’t exist.  

RIFLE SIGHTS

Since rifle hunters are farther away from their 

game than shotgun hunters, sights are extremely 

important. There’s no point in having a long 

range rifle if you cannot aim it accurately. For 

that reason, many hunters spend as much money 

on a good sight as they do on their rifle. 

The most basic style of sight usually comes 

already installed. It is an iron sight. The shooter 

aims by gazing at a post on the end of the 

barrel. He adjusts the rifle to center the post in 

a notch or peephole in the rear sight. The iron 

sight is simple and sufficient for short range 

shooting. Telescopic sights also called scopes, 

are used for hitting more distant targets. The 

scope is a metal tube which contains lenses to 

magnify the image of the target. Hunters looking 

through a scope will see a reticle. This I simply 

a network of lines permanently labeled on the 

lens. He adjusts the rifle incrementally until the 

image of his target is within the “crosshairs” 

created by the reticle. Scopes come in different 

magnifications from 1x up to 12x. They can 

either have fixed or adjustable magnifications. 

While valuable for their ability to provide a 

variety of perspectives, adjustable scopes can 

also waste a hunters valuable time with frequent 

adjustments and even cause him to lose sight 

of the target altogether. While sights are an 

absolute necessity for long range accuracy, they 
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A hunter must determine which ammunition 

is best for his rifle, his targeted game, and the 

distance he expects to have to fire. Luckily, 

ballistics tables exist to help him decide exactly 

what to buy. These catalogs also contain 

information such as bullet energy and muzzle 

velocity. Those are fancy ways of describing how 

hard a bullet hits and how fast it travels. All the 

designations of ammunition are important but 

unnecessary to memorize or even understand. 

Luckily, a correct cartridge designation for any 

rifle is stamped on the barrel or the chamber. 

Any variations which may suit your needs can be 

explained by the expert who sells you your gun. 

He will also have a ballistics table to show you. 

For what it’s worth, a cartridge with at least 900 

foot-pounds will kill a deer. It will take 1,500 to 

kill and elk and 2,100 for a moose. 

4.2 SHOTGUNS
The rounds fired from shotguns are 

fundamentally different from those fired from 

rifles, or a pistol for that matter.  Instead of 

being a single, aerodynamically shaped bullet, 

“shot” is a collection of like materials designed to 

spread out after leaving the weapon. A common 

example of shot would produce dozens of tiny 

BBs. Though less accurate than a rifle’s round, 

shot covers a wider area and have a greater 

chance of taking down a close by moving target. 

In hunting waterfowl, the shotgun user expects at 

least one or two of the BBs from his shot to hit a 

duck. Shotguns also have better stopping power 

for close up objects. Once known as scatterguns, 

is a prone position. This 

is when a hunter lies on 

the ground, chest down, 

and tilts his head in the 

direction of his target. If 

the terrain makes lying 

prone difficult, a hunter 

may choose to sit. By 

resting both elbows on 

his knees, the shoot is 

able to establish good 

stability. Kneeling 

is another popular 

option but provides 

less stability. The least 

effective approach is the offhand position. There 

is very little to steady the shot in this position. 

However, it only takes a moment to aim and fire. 

Hunters should practice all of these positions in 

a safe environment until they become second 

nature. Taking valuable time to stop and consider 

how to aim could cost the shot of a lifetime. 

RIFLE AMMUNITION

Bullets, like rifles, are labeled using caliber. The 

caliber of a bullet is the measurement of the 

slug’s diameter. The slug is the projectile portion 

of the round, as opposed to the cartridge which 

is ejected. To put it simply, a bullet’s width 

determines its caliber. A .22 round is twenty-

two one hundredths of one inch in diameter. 

There are also multiple bullet styles including 

pointed, hollow point, flat, round pointed, and 

mushroomed.
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is affected by the amount of constriction at the 

end of the barrel. From wide to narrow, the 

types of choke are cylinder, skeet, improved-

cylinder, modified, improved-modified, and full. 

It is often possible to install a screw-in choke 

to your weapon if you are not satisfied with 

its performance, so choke may not be your top 

consideration. Bore size indicates the number of 

pellets your shotgun can fire. Larger bores mean 

more pellets and denser shot patterns. They also 

mean better chances to kill at long range. Of 

course, all of these variables can be discussed 

with the experts at your local gun shop. They will 

help you choose the right gun for your game. 

SHOTGUN SHOOTING

Shotguns are more forgiving than rifles when it 

comes to aiming. Since shot disperses to catch 

game over a wide space, you can be off by a bit 

and still at least injure your target. But the game 

targeted by shotgun hunters is more likely to 

moving. Birds can be a real challenge to hit not 

just because they are moving, but they are also 

relatively small.  

A quick and consistent draw is important for 

accuracy and safety.  The hunter should practice 

in full gear to ensure he won’t catch his weapon 

on clothing afield and endanger himself or his 

party. Putting the butt against the shoulder, he 

should press his cheek right against the stock 

for quick sighting down the barrel. If his target 

is stationary, he is now ready to take his shot. 

If his target is moving, he may use the swing-

through method. This is designed to eliminate the 

common problem of shooting behind a moving 

shotguns are more effective at hitting moving 

targets than firearms that only fire one bullet. 

There is no need for rifling in the barrel, which 

allows for more variety of size and length. 

Shotgun barrels are generally shorter than rifles 

and have larger barrels to accommodate shotgun 

shells, which are larger than bullets. There are 

exceptions to the rule when it comes to rifling 

in shotguns. It is possible to fire a rifled slug in 

a shotgun for increased velocity and accuracy. 

Shotguns may also be outfitted with rifled barrel 

and fire what is known as a sabot slug. This is 

a practice in areas where rifles are illegal and 

gives the hunter an advantage in distance and 

accuracy over a traditional shotgun. 

SHOTGUN VARIABLES

When preparing to buy a shotgun, the hunter 

must consider several factors. Barrel type, action, 

chokes, and bore size are all variables which 

affect the success of a hunt. Long barrels provide 

a longer sighting plane which can improve 

accuracy. However, it doesn’t necessarily 

translate into greater range. A wide variety of 

shells are available for both long and shorter 

barrels which allow them to perform similarly. 

Barrel length often comes down simply to the 

preference of feel. Shotguns usually have hinge 

action. Other options are the less dependable 

but more dramatic pump and semi-automatic. 

The choke of a shotgun determines how quickly 

the shot spreads once it clears the barrel. Choke 
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requires great focused strength developed over 

countless hours of practice with the bow. As a 

reward of sorts, bow hunters are often granted 

longer hunting seasons. There is also a visceral 

advantage enjoyed by the archer. He hunts in 

silence. Gone is the disruption of the noise made 

by firearms. The explosion of a gun disrupts 

every animal within ear shot. They alert other 

prey to the presence of hunters. When you miss 

your target with a rifle or shotgun, the hunt is 

effectively over until the target is once again at 

ease. With the bow, the hunt becomes intimate. 

It is a battle waged between just the hunter and 

the hunted alone. A missed shot from an archer 

will likely only be noticed by the target, and have 

no effect on the rest of the animals or hunters in 

the area. Like the long range rifleman, an archer 

who lands a perfect shot can kill his prey in one 

try. Some hunters like the drama of an exploding 

firearm. It can be a physical manifestation of 

the violence of the kill. The release of the arrow 

provides a symbolic release of the tension of 

the hunt. The archer, however, doesn’t need the 

symbolism of a loud bang to complete his hunt. 

He is more in tune with the primal nature of his 

hunt because the bow is a more primal tool. 

There are three styles of bow for the hunter to 

choose from. The recurve bow and the longbow 

are little different from the original bow and 

target. It is human nature to aim where an object 

is, rather than where it will be when your load 

reaches it. He begins by imagining a line in the 

air which runs from where the game was to 

where it is going to be. He rotates his shotgun 

using his shoulders and hips, aiming the barrel 

along the imaginary line. His barrel should 

move faster than the bird is flying. Gradually, his 

barrel should pass the bird. He will fire when 

he believes he has the appropriate lead and fire. 

If his judgment is correct, the load and the bird 

will reach the spot he aimed at simultaneously. 

The swing-through technique requires plenty 

of practice in order to accurately measure lead 

time. Luckily, wide dispersal shot will help take 

down plenty of ducks and geese while the hunter 

hones his skills. 

4.3 ARCHERY

Plenty of hunters do not to use firearms. For 

them, the weapon of choice is the bow and 

the ancient study of archery. In many ways, 

this is a more difficult method of hunting. It’s 

a step back in time and technology to before 

gunpowder changed the world. Hunting with 

archery requires the same preparation, patience, 

and discipline as hunting with a firearm. It also 
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Several different types of arrowheads have been 

developed to be used for different situations. 

These are field points to be used in practice, 

steel blunts, rubber blunts, judo points for small 

game, and broadheads for larger game. Some 

variables that affect the bow accuracy are peak 

draw weight and draw length, and arrow length. 

Peak draw weight is the maximum amount of 

weight needed to draw 

the bow. On recurve 

and longbows, peak 

draw is a set number. 

Compounds, however, 

have adjustable draw weight. Draw length is the 

distance from the bowstring and the grip at full 

draw. This is the position held just before the re-

lease of the arrow. Arrow lengths vary consider-

ably. It is best to factor in all the variables when 

choosing the length of your arrows and to consult 

an arrow selection chart. Luckily, you can change 

your mind and purchase longer or shorter ar-

rows at any time. 

Understanding shooting mechanics and practice 

are necessary precursors to successful hunting 

with the bow. It doesn’t hurt to be naturally 

adept at judging distances. This can be learned, 

but takes lots of trial and error at the range. First 

and foremost, the shooter must learn to relax 

arrows used throughout history. They have 

no moving parts, are dependable, and easy 

to carry and maintain. Purists use solid wood 

construction, but these may also be made 

of fiberglass-wood laminates. They come in 

different sizes and string tightness. Because of 

the simplicity of the technology, some hunters 

feel that the recurve, and longbow are more 

authentic tools that better connect them with 

the natural world. As a bowhunter, that natural 

connection is often a major consideration. The 

compound bow is the modern evolution of the 

bow and arrow. It features limbs made from 

manufactured materials. The immediately 

obvious difference of the compound bow is the 

presence of cams or wheels at the top and bottom 

of the bow. These allow the cable to be more 

incrementally adjusted to suit the strength of the 

hunter and the amount of force needed to take 

down specific game. Perhaps just as importantly, 

the design allows the hunter to provide less effort 

in drawing the bow without affecting the force 

delivered by the shot. A hunter in a tree stand 

may have to hold his weapon drawn for extended 

periods of time. Even the slightest reduction 

of effort needed will make for a significant 

reduction of strain on the muscles of the arms 

and shoulders. Less physical and mental strain 

will pay dividends in accuracy afield. 
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is comfortable with that first stance, he will 

practice raising the bow to shoot. When he 

feels as stable with the bow raised as he does 

without, he can pull back the bow string. The 

hands should stay very relaxed. Whether using 

fingers to draw or a mechanical release aid, the 

archer will now hold the bow at arm’s length 

and gradually pull the string using only the back 

muscles. At full draw, he will anchor and aim. 

The release should be relaxed. 

Once the novice is comfortable shooting from 

this standing position, they should begin to 

practice from the other positions and angles 

likely to be used afield. This may include 

sitting or standing from an elevated tree stand 

looking down at the target. Practice should 

be done in hunting clothes and gear to help 

simulate any possible problems and also help 

create muscle memory.

mentally and physically. The bow is supposed 

to do all of the work. Developing a good stance 

is essential. The upper body should be still as 

you prepare to fire. Any body movement will 

affect the aim. The slightest movement at the 

time of release will have a significant impact 

on accuracy. The further the target, the more 

noticeable the problem. A novice archer may 

be surprised to find out that at twenty yards, a 

twitch will make his shot out of the bull’s eye. 

The same twitch at 50 yards will send the arrow 

flying past the hay backdrop altogether. A novice 

should begin by standing at a 90 degree angle 

to the target with his legs shoulder length apart. 

Then, his front foot should take a partial step 

backward and pivot ever so slightly toward his 

target. This will create a mildly open stance. 

The head should be directly over the center of 

the body, weight evenly distributed on both 

feet. Practice taking this stance, stepping out of 

it, and stepping back into it. Once the hunter 
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start planning for the bigger game. 

Pre-scouting allows hunters to learn the terrain, 

find heavily used game trails, and notice 

fluctuations of the populations of other game 

animals. He may also make note of logistical 

changes that could affect his game. These include 

housing construction, new roads, or other 

encroachments from civilization. He can look 

for other hunters on the pre-scout to determine 

what the popular game will become season. 

Local farmers and ranchers can also be a good 

resource to find out what game is common in the 

area. Animal signs are as important to recognize 

in scouting as when tracking game on the 

hunt. Feathers may be found around the areas 

waterfowl stop to preen. A hunter may find nut 

shells near trees where squirrels have nested. 

Damage to brush and trees may indicate to the 

observant hunter that antlers have been rubbed 

to remove their velvet. Of course, droppings and 

tracks are still the easiest and the best way to find 

game. Hopefully, the pre-scouting trip will also 

garner actual game sightings. Despite not being 

5.1 PRE-SCOUTING
The odds of a successful hunt of big game 

without scouting are extremely long. Even 

hunting small game and bird hunters can benefit 

from a quick pass of the prairie or the pond 

in the days leading up to the hunt. But those 

hunters taking on deer, elk, bears, and other 

high-value targets know that scouting is not only 

helpful but essential. Ideally, pre-scouting trips 

should take place ahead of hunting season. These 

give the hunter an idea of where his game would 

be if they weren’t being hunted. This may seem 

counter-intuitive at first, but it is all part of the 

process of a hunter understanding his target. 

A seasoned hunter may be equally adept with 

several weapons and hunting techniques. He will 

wait until he has properly pre-scouted an area to 

decide what tools and approaches will be most 

effective. He may even wait to decide what game 

to hunt until he has an overview of the habitat. 

If a mule deer hunter pre-scouts a habitat and 

comes across a sign of moose, he may decide to 

CHAPTER FIVE:
Hunting Tips, Tricks,  
and Techniques
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at least. Even if the game is small and the loss 

insignificant, retrieving the carcass is expected 

behavior among hunter culture. 

The process begins when the initial shot is taken. 

The hunter is already staring at the game when 

he pulls the trigger. He watches to see if he has 

missed his target, wounded the game, or killed 

it cleanly. The first and last options are usually 

immediately apparent. A kill shot will drop your 

game immediately, and a miss will send them 

scurrying away. An injured animal, however, can 

behave almost normally or can display erratic 

movement immediately. For this reason, a good 

hunter will watch carefully while replaying 

the shot in his head. When hunting big game, a 

hunch may be the only thing telling a hunter if 

he hit his target. If he thinks he hit a vital area, 

the search will begin immediately. Big game shot 

in the heart-lung area won’t last long or go far.  

But if an animal is bleeding from a less critical 

wound and not pursued, it will look for a place 

to lie down. Then, time becomes the hunter’s 

friend. The animal will become too weak to run 

in about 30 minutes. As long as there is a blood 

trail to follow, the hunter can take his time 

before approaching the helpless game and easily 

finishing it off. The blood itself may be able to 

confirm just whether the injury is critical. Frothy, 

bright red blood is often present when a lung has 

been critically damaged. Darker blood is the sign 

of a lesser injury. 

If the hunter has dogs, the task of tracking 

becomes considerably easier. Retrievers will just 

go and get a downed bird or small game. If larger 

out to kill, the hunter will remain as stealthy 

as possible. If he is able to glass some big game 

without disturbing them, he might find them in 

the same area once the hunting season begins. 

Pre-scouting is also great practice for the hunt, 

without the pressure. This is a good time refine 

tracking skills or attempt new techniques. This 

is when a hunter tries out new clothes and gear. 

It’s also a great time to bring along a new hunter 

and show him the ropes. This is also a great 

time for the new hunter to introduce himself or 

herself to other hunters. Just try not to scare off 

the game. 

5.2 FINDING DOWNED GAME
There’s not a worse feeling as a hunter than 

losing downed game. You have put in all of 

the time and efforts to pre-scout, scout, track, 

and shoot your target. Perhaps your shot was 

just slightly wide. Perhaps the game flinched 

at the last moment and caused your bullet or 

arrow to miss its kill shot. In the end, it doesn’t 

matter. You have already lived through all 

the anticipation and drama of the hunt and 

are ready for the satisfaction of the kill. Now, 

you have to take an entirely new approach 

and mindset to the hunt. If you don’t give the 

next few minutes or hours your full attention 

and effort, the day could be a total loss. Even 

worse, you have caused unnecessary misery to a 

creature that you spent all day admiring. 

Tracking wounded game requires persistence 

and patience at a time when the hunter has the 

least to spare. A good hunter will make the effort, 
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should check possible escape routes. If it is less 

injured than the hunters believed, the game 

may have already cleared the area. While an 

apparently healthy escaped animal would make 

for a disappointing end to the search, it might 

be a relief to his conscience. 

5.3 HUNTING WITH DOGS
It may take you years to learn how to hunt 

properly. Man’s best friend, however, is actu-

ally bred for the job. That’s not to say that your 

Chihuahua could take down an elk this weekend. 

But your golden retriever could likely be trained 

to help you hunt waterfowl. When your cute little 

puppy is tearing up a squeaky toy to get to the 

middle, he is actually displaying a natural desire 

to remove and even consume the heart of small 

game. When he swims in the local watering hole 

and brings back a floating toy in his mouth, he’s 

showing you than a mallard would fit perfectly 

in his mouth. Depending on the breed and the 

training, your dog could become the perfect 

companion on the hunt. In fact, he will probably 

appreciate being given a job. He might even like 

it more than you do. 

According to the American Kennel Club, all 

dogs belong to one of nine groups. Two of 

those groups, namely the hound group and the 

sporting group, are genetically bred for hunting.

HOUND DOGS
Hunters using a pack of hound dogs with a strong 

sense of smell have a real advantage over their 

game. These dogs love their work. Their natural 

game is in play, the dog will probably circle to 

pick up the scent and follow it. If the dog can’t 

find the scent, it will be called back. The handler 

and dog will go to the spot where they last saw 

the animal and try to reacquire the scent. 

If downed game is not easily found, much 

harder work is required. Hunters will want to 

begin marking any signs of the animal with 

flags, scarves, or whatever else is available. 

The first marker should be placed where 

the wounded game was last seen. Nearby 

landmarks will make this task easier. From the 

first marker, the hunters will work outward in 

widening circles. Injury sign can come in the 

form of hair or blood.  The hunter should also 

notice regular sign such as trampled grass, 

broken branches, or even scat. A weakened 

animal may become increasingly careless and 

leave behind uncharacteristic clues. If two 

hunters are available for the search, one can 

watch the ground while the other scans for 

movement. It is important to remain quiet 

during tracking since the wounded game is 

likely in hiding. If all else fails, the hunter 
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SPORTING DOGS
These are generally 

pointers, setters, 

spaniels, and retrievers. 

Pointers have the 

important job of locating 

game and “standing on 

point.” The dogs use 

their entire bodies as a 

directional arrow facing 

the location of the hunted animal. The point 

is easily recognizable, as the dog’s entire body 

is stiff. The pointer tenses all his muscles and 

cannot be distracted from the task at hand. While 

the breed is already genetically bred for this type 

of focus, additional training will help him ignore 

distractions better than another dog. 

Setters are too similar work to pointers. 

However, these dogs can also be trained to flush 

out the game, allowing the hunter to make the 

kill. The beautiful long haired Irish setter is 

commonly used in hunting pheasants. Spaniels 

do not point, but will find the animals and easily 

flush it. Examples of spaniels include the Cocker, 

the King Charles, and the English springer 

spaniel. These dogs are smaller, in general than 

the other sporting dogs. This makes them better 

for hunting smaller game.  The retriever’s job 

can be found in her name. She retrieves downed 

game. These dogs are also adept swimmers, 

making them ideal for hunting waterfowl. They 

are happy to chase tennis balls, of course but are 

bred to bring back wounded or dead ducks that 

have fallen into thick reeds and rushes in ponds.

instincts are to follow scent anyway and training 

funnels their behavior in a way that is productive 

for the hunt. The hounds likely have just as much 

fun on the hunt as their masters. However, dogs 

must be trained specifically for this work. A 

regular domesticated basset or bloodhound will 

be overwhelmed by the smells of the wild and 

have no practical focus at all. 

When afield with a trained pack of hounds, 

hunters carry have a piece of cloth covered with 

the scent of the game in a Ziploc bag. When they 

reach the habitat of their intended game, they 

will remove the cloth and present it to their dogs 

to sniff enthusiastically. Well, trained hounds 

will immediately be ready to work, and their 

owner had better be ready to follow. The best 

technique is usually to keep the pack on a leash 

until they pick up the fresh scent and the turn 

them loose. The dogs may take a moment to zero 

in on the direction to travel, and will begin to 

bay enthusiastically when they do. Depending on 

the time of day, hunters may need headlamps or 

flashlights to follow the dogs more easily. Some 

nocturnal game, such as raccoons, will notice 

the white lights. In these cases, hunters may use 

orange or red bulbs or filters. 

Once the hounds are baying for their masters 

to follow, the hunters will follow until the game 

is either tired or escapes. The hounds will bay 

with greater intensity when game is tired, as they 

become more excited by their proximity to their 

target. This intense chase can go on for miles 

before concluding with either victory for the 

hunters and their dogs or escape for the game. 
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Carbine: A light rifle with a short barrel, popular for 

hunting in heavy cover. 

Compound bow: Modern bow which utilizes moving 

parts and a longer cable to allow archer to shoot with 

more force using less effort. 

Cuttings: The remnants of nut shells found around 

trees that indicate the presence of squirrels. 

Decoy: An imitation of a bird or animal used by 

hunters to attract other birds or mammals. Some 

examples of different decoy types are wind sock style, 

silhouette, large shells, and floating. 

Decoy Spreader: A device which connects multiple 

decoys, generally ducks, from below in such a way 

that they can be manually separated from one 

location. The connecting piece is below the surface of 

the water and invisible to birds. 

Driving/flushing: The technique used by hunters to 

force game out of hiding. It is common for one hunter 

to flush while another waits for game to be flushed 

and vulnerable. 

Edge habitats: The geographic zones that exist 

where natural habitat overlap. These locations share 

vegetation from both habitats.

Field dress: To perform the most basic part of 

cleaning your killed game in the wild. This generally 

includes gutting but not necessarily skinning. This is 

performed quickly to avoid meat contamination or the 

We never promised to make you an 
expert hunter. There are experts 
out there, and part of your job as a 

newcomer to the sport is to find them and learn 
everything they are willing to teach. We don’t 
want you to pretend to know more than you 
do. We also don’t want you to come across as a 
babe in the woods. Hopefully, if you learn some 
of the words on this list of hunting lingo and 
vocabulary, your future mentors will be willing 
to meet you halfway.  

Action: The design of the mechanism for chambering 

ammunition and ejecting spent cartridges or shells. 

Afield: The term used to describe being actively hunting. 

Bag limit: The number of a specific type of game that 

an individual hunter is allowed to kill. This is set by Fish 

and Wildlife to ensure healthy population size of game. 

Ballistics table: Lists effective range of cartridge and 

bullet drop at different ranges of a specific firearm. 

Cover: Any type of temporary concealment for game 

which ideally includes access to food, water, and an 

escape route. 

Habitat: The geographic region occupied by an 

animal. Examples include grasslands, brushlands, and 

mixed forests. 

Caliber: A bullet’s size or diameter. Measured in 

decimal fractions of inches. Thirty caliber is .300.

Glossary
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Rifling: Grooves present within the barrel of a firearm 

which cause the ammunition to spin as it leaves the 

weapon. This creates greater velocity, range, and accuracy. 

Rough sighting: Adjusting the sights of a rifle through 

trial and error. Shooting at a target from close range 

and adjusting the scope until a bulls eye is achieved. 

Then, backing up an repeating the process. 

Rutting: The behavior exhibited by males in nature 

during which they are sexually active. 

Scat: The droppings of a wild animal. Their location 

and makeup can be used by hunters to help determine 

location and diet of the game animals that left them. 

Scattergun: Another term for shotgun.

Slant range effect: Due to the effects of gravity, a 

bullet will hit high when fired uphill or downhill.

Spurs: Found on the lower legs of male wild 

turkeys and ring-necked pheasants, these inch long 

appendages are sharp and pointed in adults. 

Stands: Any man-made camouflaged resting perch 

for hunters to sit and wait for game. They can be 

elaborate structures built into trees, or simply a spot 

to lean are rest while waiting. 

Still hunting: One of the purest forms of hunting. 

This requires the most discipline and patience as the 

hunter attempts to move slower than the game. 

Stalking: Hunting game 

Swing through technique:  Also called sustained-lead. 

This shotgun firing technique requires the hunter  to 

swing the barrel of their gun on an imaginary line 

starting behind their flying game and ending ahead 

of it. When done properly, the shot is taken with the 

correct amount of lead distance and the bird is hit.

attraction of predators and scavengers to a fresh kill. 

Float hunting: Any use of floatation devices or boats 

to approach or hide from game on the hunt. 

Flushing: Redirecting game through noise or 

movement toward a fellow hunter. 

Glasses/glassing: Glasses are another term for 

binoculars. Hunters who scan an area using 

binoculars are said to be glassing.

Hitting power: This is the force with which a 

bullet strikes its target. Measured in foot-pounds, 

it is determined by the weight and velocity of the 

projectile. The faster and heavier the bullet, the more 

hitting power it delivers. 

Hunting blind: A cover device designed to reduce 

detection by game. It may be extremely complex or 

simple depending on the circumstances. Waterfowl 

hunters will even build floating blinds.

Jerk string: A string attached to decoys on the water. 

When “jerked” by a hunter, it causes the decoys to 

move and appear more realistic. 

Kick or recoil: The backward movement of a firearm 

against the hands or shoulder of the hunter firing. The 

larger the weapon, the greater the kick. 

Lead distance: The distance fired ahead of a moving 

target to compensate for the change of location of the 

target from the time of firing.

Longbow: The oldest style of bow, this is dependable and 

consistent but requires an archer to use more effort than 

the modern compound bow.

Racked buck: Any male deer with telltale horns which 

can be counted to determine the age of the animal. 

Reticle: The lines or crosshairs inside of the scope 

mounted on a rifle. These allow the shooter to aim 

with precision over distance. These draw your eye to 

the target without obscuring it. 


